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To truly Rev. Doctor THOMAS 


W:Lson, fifty-eight years Biſhop of 
Sodor and Man, was bleſſed with 


the ſpirit of prayer in a very uncom- 


mon meaſure : of which his Sacra 
Prrvata, or Private Meditations and 
Prayers, are an eminent inſtance. 


They have hitherto been locked 
up from the world in an expenſive 
book; and are mixed throughout 
with ſo much meditation and prayer 
that can come properly from the 
clergy only, (to whom they are an 


_ invaluable treaſure) as to unfit them 


for general uſe. 
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PREFACE. 


They are now 3 to the | 
public in a ſeparate volume; ſo 
that pious Chriſtians may, at a rea- 
ſonable expence, diſtribute them 
among ſuch poeple as either will 
not or cannot buy them; and the 
petitions peculiar to the clergy only 
are all thrown out. | 


As prayer is one of the moſt j im- 
portant works a man can be en- 
gaged in, and few find themſelves 
able to diſcharge it in the manner 
they wiſh to do; it is humbly 
"hoped, that this book, if duly at- 
tended to as it deſerves, may with 
God's aſſiſtance teach them to 
pray; may lead our thoughts to me- 
ditate on religious ſubjects; and 
habituate us to clothe our medita- 
tions in the language of decent, pi- 
. ous, and fervent prayer. 
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The pious reader will find theſe 


Meditations and Prayers too long, 
according to the preſent divifion of 


them, which there is no occaſion to 
adhere to. He may take them up, 
and lay them down, at his own diſ- 
cretion and convenience. It is re- 
commended to him to go through 
them regularly, and to continue the 
uſe of them his whole life; ſelect- 
ing ſuch parts for more frequent 
meditation as are beſt adapted to 
his ws: =: and diſpoſition. That 
this valuable book may have this 
effec, 1s the intention and the ear- 
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DEVOTION any PRAYER. 


* 


Tun Devotion conſiſts in hav- 
ing our hearts always devoted to Gop, 
as the ſole Fountain of all Happi- 
neſs; and who is ready to hear and 
help his otherwiſe helpleſs, miſerable 
creatures. 

It is to be attained, 

1/2. By earneſt prayer. He THAT 
HUNGERS AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
WILL CERTAINLY BE FILLED. 

_ 2dly. By poſſeſſing our hearts with 
a deep ſenſe of our own ier, our 
wants, and danger: This 18 the grace 
of W FE | 

B 3dly. By 


2 On Devotion and Prayer 


355. By ea God's goodneſs, 
| power, and readineſs to help us: This 
is called Faith in God. ; 
Laſtly; By convincing our hearts 
of the vanity of every thing elſe to 
afford us any real help or comfort : 


This is to be effected by ſelfedenial. 0 


- 
2 _ —  —__ — 
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Dying perſons are generally more 
devout than others, becauſe they 
then ſee their own miſery, that no- 
thing in this world can help them, 
- and that God is their only refuge. 
We muſt change our lives, if we 
bre to change our hearts. God 
will have no regard to the prayers 
of thoſe who have none to his com- 
mands. 
The Spirit of God will not dwell 
in a divided heart. We cannot feel 
the pleaſure of devotion, while the 
world is our delight. Not that all 
pleaſures are criminal; but the cloſer 


Mo 


union 
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union we have with the world, the 
leſs is our union with God. A Chriſ- 
tian, therefore, who ſtri ves after de- 
votian, ſhould taſte ſenſual pleaſures 
very ſparingly, ſhould make neceſſi- 
ty, not bodily delight, his rule. 

In order to diſpoſe: our hearts to 

"devotion, THE ACTIVE LIFE to be 
preferred to the CONTEMPLATIVE. | 

To be doing good to mankind, dif- 
poſes the ſoul moſt powerfully to de- 

votion. And indeed, we are ſur- 
rounded with motives to piety and 
devotion, if we would but mind 
them. 

The poor are deſi Sued to excite our 
liberalily; the mſerable, our pity; 
the ick, our af/etance;—the ignorant, 
our znſtruction; — thoſe that are al- 

len, our helping hand. In thoſe that 
are vain, we ſee the vanity of this 
world. In thoſe that are wicked, our 
own frailty. When we ſee good men 
B 2 > 
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rewarded, it confirms our hope ; and 
when evi men are puniſhed, it excites 
e 1 

He that would 3 1 muſt "= 
ware of indulging an habit of wan- 
dering in prayer. It is a crime that 
will grow upon us, and will deprive 
us of the bleſſings we pray for. 

Avoid, as much as may be, multi- 
plicity of buſineſs: Neither the inno- 
cency, nor the goodneſs of the em- 
ployment, will excuſe us, if it poſ- 
ſeſs our hearts when we are praying 
to God. 

When our Lord bids us To TAKE 
NO THOUGHT FOR THE MORROW, he 
intended to hinder thoſe cares and 
Fears which are apt to diſtract our 
devotions,—which are the more .un- 
reaſonable, becauſe they never can 
change the ſtate of things. 

Never be curious to know what 
paſſes in the world, any further than 


duty 
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duty obliges you; it will only diſtract 
the mind en it W be bettet 
W ate | 

Never intermit ICY if you can 
help it; you will return to your duty, 
like Sampſon when his locks were 
cut, weak and indifferent as other 
people of the world. 


The oftner we renew our inter- 


courſe with God, the greater will be 
our devotion. 

Frequent prayer, as it is an exerciſe 
of holy thoughts, is a moſt natural 
remedy againſt the power of ſin. 

Importunity makes no change in 
God, but it creates in us ſuch diſpo- 
ſitions as God thinks fit to reward. 

Make it a law to yourſelf to medi- 
tate before you pray; as alſo to make 
certain pauſes, to ſee whether your 
heart goes along with your lips. 


They 
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They whoſe hearts deſire nothing, 


pray for nothing. 

Give me, O God, the Spirit of true 
devotion, ſuch as may give life to all 
my prayers, ſo that they may find 
acceptance in thy ſight, for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake! Amen. *+1 


SACRA PRIVATA. 


Matth. vi. 6. Thou, when thou prayeſ?, 
enter into thy cloſet, and when thou 
' haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy Father 

which 25 in ſecret; and thy Father, 
which ſeeth in ſecret, Hall? reward 
thee openty. 


| |= good is God ! who will not 
only give us what we pray for, but 
will reward us for going to him, and 
laying our wants before him. 

May Ialways preſent myſelf before 
God with a firm faith and hope in 
his promiſes and mercy;—with great 
reverence to his infinite majeſty ;— 
with the humility of an offender;— 

and with a full purpoſe of keeping all 
God's commandments. bh 
N May 
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| May the thoughts of eternity quick- 
en my devotions;—my wants make 
me earneſt; —my backſlidings make 
me perſevere ;—and may I never wil- 
fully give way to _ —_— 
thoughts. | 
_ Maylwaitwith pati atience, and * 
it to Thee, my God and Father, how 
and when to grant my petitions. 


He that has learned to pray as he 
ought, has got the ſecret of an 4 
1 


It is of greater advantage to us 
than we imagine, that God does not 
grarit our petitions immediately. We 
learn by Hat, that whereunto we have 
| already attained, it was the gift of 
God. 

The beſt way to prevent ünderitiz 
in prayer is, not to let the mind wan- 
der too much at other times; but to 
have God always in our minds in the 

. whole 


Sacra PRIV Ara. 


whole courſe of our lives. The end 
of prayer is not to inform God, but 
to give man a ſight of his own miſe- 
ry; to raiſe his ſoul towards heaven, 
and to put him in mind, that there is 
his Father and his inheritance. 
Matth. vii. 7. AN, and it ſhall le 
given you. Grant me, Lord, a faith 
which ſhall make me know my wants, 
that I may aſk them with earneſtnefs 
and humility, and en upon = 
gracious promiſe. 


The DUTIES of a CHRISTIAN. | 


That man leads a fi ineere Chriſtian 
life, 


1/7. Who endeavours to ſerve and 
obey God to the beſt of his under- 
Randing and power. 


** B 3 2d ly. Who 
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2245. Who ftrives to pleaſe his 
_ neighbour to edificatioͤn. 
.  3dly. Who endeavours to do his 
duty in that ſtate of life unto which 
it has pleaſed God to call him. 
Whoever would continue: in the 
* practice of theſe things unto his life's 
end, it is neceſſary that he ſhould— 
call himſelf often toan account, whe- 
ther he does ſo or not;—conſtantly 
pray for grace to know, and to do his 
duty ;—and preſerve himſelf in ſuch 
a teachable temper as to be always 
ready to receive the truth, when it is 
fairly propoſed to him: 
It is a rudeneſs amongſt men to aſk 
a favour, and not ſtay for an anſwer. 
And do we count it no fault to pray 
for bleſſings, and never to think of 


them afterwards, — never to wait for 


them, — never to give God thanks for 
them? 


Let 
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Let us make prayer familiar to us; 
for without the help of Gods we are 
every hour in danger. 

The Devil knows, that when we 
have a reliſh for prayer, and apply 
ourſelves in good earneſt to it, we are 

in the way of life; he therefore ſtrives 
by all ways poſſible to divert us. 

Let us not run over our prayers 
with an inſenſible and diſtracted 

| mind. 
| Let your prayers be as onal as 
may be, againſt the ſins of your parti- 
cular ſtate, and for the graces which 
| you in particular do moſt ſtand in 
: need of. This is the beſt preſervative 
againſt ſin;—makes us beſt acquaint- 
ed with our condition; - puts us con- 
tinually in mind of mending what is 
amiſs; — lets us ſee what particular 
graces we moſt want, what are moſt 
needful for the cure of our own par- 
ticular corruption and diſorder; 
and: 
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and is the beſt trial of our hearts. 
For example; if I pray for charity, 
and for every inſtance which is ne- 
ceſſary to render me truly charitable, 
I pray for grace — to avoid evil-ſpeak- 
ing, o pray for my enemies, — to do 
them good, &c. and ſo of all other 
ſins, and graces. 

God grant that I may never ſeek 
his face in vain! 
Luke xi. 1. Lord, teach us to * 
Pour upon us the {pycit of WMner⸗ 
tion and prayer. 2 

God will deny us nothing that: we 
aſkin the name of his Son. 8 


Paar ERS through Feſus Grip. 


When we offer our prayers throu gh 
his mediation, it is then he that prays, 
Vis love that intercedes, his blood that 
pleads, it is ke who obtains all from 


his Father . 
PRRE- 
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PabearaToRY PRAYER. | 
0 Holy Spirit of grace! —_ us a 
true ſight of our miſeries, and a ſin- 
cere ſhame and ſorrow, when we 


make confeſſion of our ſins;—a feel- 


ing ſenſe of our need of mercy, and 
an hope of obtaining pardon, when 
we beg it for thy Son's ſake. May 
we reſign our wills to Thee and to thy 
goodneſs, when we pray for temporal 


things;—and when we pray for ſpiri- 


tual graces, may we hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs. Give us a real 
love for thy Holy Word, and grace 
to hear it with attention. May we 
thankfully cloſe with all the means 
of grace and ſalvation. When we 
praiſe Thee for thy works of nature 
and of grace, and give Thee thanks 
for thy mercies, let us do it with high 

ge eſteem 


n 
* . « 
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eſteem and gratitude. _ Cauſe us to 
hear thy Holy Word with faith and 
attention, and to profit by what we 


hear, that we may return from thy 
Church with a bleſſing. 


MORNING 


* 
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Nun % PRAYER. 


Joſhua xxiv. 15. Chooſe you this day 
whom you will ferve. ; 


7 HOM 3 I in 3 but 


Thee, O Lord? and there is none on 


earth that I deſire beſides Thee. Thou 
art my God, and I will thank Thee; 
Thou art my God, and I will ſerve 
Thee. Be Thou my only. ruler and 
governor. 

They that have a convenient place 
to ſleep in, and they that have the 
comfort of ſleep, have both great 


reaſon to be thankful. And even 
they that want theſe mercies, ought 


to bleſs God, if in the midſt of their 
afflictions he is pleaſed to refreſh 
them with the comforts of grace. 


Gracious 


o 
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Gracious God, continue to me theſe 
fa vours ſo long, and in ſuch meaſure, 
as ſhall moſt contribute to thy honor, 

and my ſalvation. And in great mer- 
cy ſupport and relieve all that want 
theſe bleſlings. 


What ſhall I offer unto the Lord 
for his mercies renewed unto me eve- 
ry morning?—The ſacrifice of Go 
7s a troubled fpirit: a broken and con- 
trite heart God will not de eſpiſe. W {57 

But moſt unfit is mine to be to God 
preſented, until I have obtained his 
pardon, through the merits of the 

Lord Jeſus, for the many ſins by which 
it hath been defiled. | 


Jer. iii. 12. T7 am merciful, faith 
' the Lord, and I will not keep anger for 


ever. Only acknowledge thine miguity, 


. that thou haſt 'ranſereſſed « ger. ſt t he 
Lord thy God. 


* Pla. U. 17. 224 
Pſa. 


Sacra” PRIVATA. 17 


Pſa. xxxii. 5. 7 acknowledge my fin 
unto thee, O God, and mine iniquitier 
will T not Hide. 


I do therefore implore thy 3 
and plead thy gracious promiſes, with 
full purpoſe of heart, by the aſſiſtance 


of thy grace, never again to return 


to folly. 


Jer. xvii. 9. 7 he heart is teen fil 
above all things, and de ſperately [y wick- 
ed; who can ino it? 


I cannot anſwer for my own heart; 
but there is no word, O Lord, im- 
poſſible with Thee. In Thee I do put 
my truſt; let me never be put to con- 
fuſion. 

Keep it ever in the heart of thy 
ſervant, that 2, 7s indeed an evil thing 
and bitter to offend the Lord. 

Keep me from preſumptuous ſins, 
that I may never grieve thy Holy 

Spirit, 
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Spirit, n. nor provoke Thee to leave me 
to myſelf. 


Matth. xxvi. 41. Hatch and pray, . 
that ye enter not into temptation. 


Lord, make me ever mindful of 
my infirmities and backſlidings, that 
I may be more watchful, and more 
importunate for grace, for the time 
to come. 


| 1 Pet. v. 8. Be ſober, be vigilant, 

becauſe your adverſary the Devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, ſeeking 
whom he may devour. 


O Lord, grant that this "SO 
of our ſouls may never find me off 
my guard, or from under thy * 
tion. | 


Matth. xvi. 24. Tf any man will 
come after me, let him deny himſelf, 
and take up his croſs, and follow me. 


O my 
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O my Saviour! how long have I 
profeſſed to follow Thee, without 
following the bleſſed ſteps of thy moſt 
holy life, —thy patience and humility, 
—thy great diſregard for the world, 
its pleaſures, profits, honors, and all 
its idols. 

O Lord, abt PR me e the foirit of 
mortification and ſelf-denial, that I 
may follow Thee, as I hope to live 
with Thee for ever. Amen. 


Matth. vi. 24. No man can ſerve 
two maſters. Ye cannot ſerve God and 
mammon. 


May my fear and love never be di- 
vided between Thee and the world. 
May I never ſet up any thing, OGod, 
in competition with Thee in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of my heart. May I never 
attempt to reconcile thy ſervice with 
that 


20 SacxaA PRIVArA. 


that world which is at enmity with | 
Thee, my God and Father ! 1 0 


Mark x. 17. What all I I ls that 
- T may inherit eternal life? ——_ 
Thou alt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
and with all thy mind; and thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf. | N 


O that this love of God may be the 
commanding principle of my foul ! 
May I always have this comfortable 
proof of his love abiding i in me, that 
I ſtudy to pleaſe him, and to keep his 
commandments. And may my love 
to my neighbour be ſuch as he has 
commanded, that I may forgive, and 
grve, and love, as becomes a Pe 
of e rn Amen. 5 


Eeecleſ. xii. 13. Fear 000 TAR "MN 
ALS commandments, for this is the whole 
_ 
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auty of man; that is, che e 
of man. ˖ 
May I, cnt Gady 0 edntinne in thy 


fear all the day long. May 1 keep 
thy ſtatutes, and obſerve thy laws. 


Heb. iv. 13. All things are naked 


and open unto the eyes of aum inf whom 
we have to do. 


Grant that I may always live and 
act as having Thee, O God, the con- 
ſtant witneſs of my condud, for Je- 
ſus Chriſt's ſake. | 


Eecleſ. i ix. 10. Whatſoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with all thy might : 
Vor the night co meth when no man 
can work. 


Make me, O Lowe ever ſenſible 
of the great evil of delaying the work 
in its ſeaſon, which Thou haſt ap- 
pointed, leſt the night ſurpriae me 
unawares. 


1 fol 


A 
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2K John v. 14. This 4s the confidence x 
we have in God, that if we aſk any thing 
e to his will, he heareth „ 


That it may be unto thy ſervant 
according to this word, I beſeech 

Thee to hear me in the full import- 
ance of that holy prayer which thy 
bleſſed Son hath taught us :— 


OUR FATHER, WHICH ART IN 
HEAVEN ; 


is whom we live, and move, and have 
our being; grant that I, and all Chriſ- 
tians, may live worthy of this glori- 
ous relation, and that we may not ſin, 
| knowing that we are accounted thine. 

We are thine by adoption; O make 
us thine by the choice, of our will. 


2 HALLOWED BE THY NAME. 
O God, whoſe name 1s great, wonder- 


ful, and N grant that I and all thy 
children 


* 
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children may glorify Thee, not only 
' with our lips, but in our lives; that 
others, ſeeing our good works, may 
glonly our Father which is in heaven, 


- 


THF KINGDOM COME. 


May the kingdoms of the world be- 
come the kingdoms of the Lord and 
of his Chriſt. And may all that own 
Thee for their King, become thy 
faithful ſubjects, and obey thy laws. 
Dethrone, O God, and deſtroy Satan, 
and his kingdom; and —_—_ the 
9 of gmec. 


THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH, AS 
IT IS IN HEAVEN. | 

We adore thy goodneſs, O God, in 
making thy will known to us in thy 
Holy Word. May this thy Word be 
the rule of our will, of our deſires, 
of our lives, and actions. May we 


ever 


— 
. 
EE Eo ae aaa 
+ \ " 
* 


rn mn 4. DA 
** 4 
* 


ever ſacriſice our will to thine; be 


A 
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pleaſed with all thy choices for our- 
ſelves and others, and adore thy pro- 


vidence in the government of the 
world. 


Give vs THIS DAY OUR DAILY, 
BREAD. | 
O Heavenly Father, who. knoweſt 
what we have need of, give us the 
neceſſaries and comforts of this life 
with thy blefling; but above all, give 
us the bread that nouriſheth to eter- 
nal life. 


As xvii. O God, wha 2 to all 
life, and breath, and all things; give 


us grace to impart, to ſuch as are in 


want, of what Thou haſt given more 


thano our daily bread. 


AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, 


AS WE FORGIVE THEM THAT 
TRESPASS AGAINST US. 


Make 


— 
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| Make us truly ſenſible of thy good- 
neſs, and mercy, and patience, to- 
_ wards us, that we may from our 
hearts forgive every one his brother 
their treſpaſles. 

May my enemies ever have place 
in 9 A ae and 1 in thy —_— 


AND LEAD Vs NOT INTO TEMPTA- 
TION. 1 
DAP us, O Heavenly Father, un- 
der all our ſaving trials, and grant 
that they may yield us the peace- 
able fruits of righteouſneſs. en 


BUT DELIVER us FROM EVIL. 
From all fin and wickedneſs, from 
our ghoſtly enemy, and from ever- 
laſting death, good Lord, deliver us. 
Deliver us from the evil of . tn, and 
from the evil of puniſiment. 
Deliver us, O Heavenly Father, 
from our evil and corrupt nature,. 


C 3 from 
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from the temptations and ſnares of an 
evil world, —and from falling again 
| jato the ſins we have repented of. 


FOR THINE 18 THE KINGDOM, AND 
THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, 
FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN. 

By thy Almighty power, O King 
of Heaven, for the glory of thy 
Name, and for the love of a Father, 
grant us all theſe bleſſings which thy 
Son hath taught us to pray for. 
_ Unto Him that is able to do for us 
abundantly more than we can aſk or 
think, unto Him be glory in the 
Chutch, by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout 
all ages, world without end. Amen. 
_ To Goy the Creator, the Preſerver, 
and Diſpoſer of all things, be the 
glory of all the good RR in us, 
by us, and upon us. 

Ble{Jing, and glory, and w 1/dom, 
and thankſgiving, and honor, and 


. powe?,, 
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| power, and might, be unto our Gov 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Thine infinite power, wiſdom, good- 
JE faithfulneſs, and truth, are the 
only ſure foundation on which we 
may depend. O give us a firm faith 
in theſe thy glorious: perfections. 

With angels and archangels, and 
all the company of Heayen, we 
laud and magnify thy glorious name, 
evermore praiſing Thee, and ſaying, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Loxp Gop of 
Hoſts, Heaven and Earth are full 
of thy glory. Glory be to Thee, O 
Gop moſt High. Amen. 

Jude 24, 25. Now unto Hin that 
is able to keep you from falling, and 
to preſent you faultleſs before the 
preſence of his glory with exceed- 
ing joy : To the only wiſe Gop our 
Saviour, be glory and majeſty, do- 
minion and power, both now and 
ever. Amen. 


; C2 Rem. 


— —— — — _ 
1 
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Kom. Xi. 36. For of Him, and 
through Him, and to Him, are all 
things; to whom be glory Fo ever. 
Amen. 

Rom. Xvi. 27. To Gov 2A wiſe, 
be glory through Jeſus Chriſt for 


ever and ever. Amen. 


| Mark i ix. 23. All things are po ole 


to him that belreveth. 
Yes, Lord, and therefore 1 beg that 


faith of Him to whom all things are 


poſſible, that I may be able to dr/cover, 


to avoid, to reſi fl, and to root out, 
whatever i is evil in me. 


O Jeſus, obtain this grace for 


| thy otherwiſe helpleſs creature. 


Grant, that I may this day eſcape 
all the ſnares laid for me, by the 
devil, the world, or mine own cor- 
rupt heart. 


Grant that I may this FR omit 


no part of wy duty: 


1 Fon. 


* 
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1 Tim. iv. 15. Grve thyſelf wholly to 


theſe things, that thy profiting may 


appear to all. 


God grant that 1 may do ſo; and 1 
pray God preſerve. me from eaſe, 


idleneſs, and GY away my pre- 


cious time. 


Philemon 4. * a my God, making 
mention of thee always in my prayers. 
Extend, and ſuit thy graces to all 
conditions of men, that we may all 
be wpright in our dealings, obedient 
to our governors, peaceable in our 
lives, ſober, honeſt, temperate, chaſte 
in our converſation, and charitable 


to the poor, and one towards ano- 


ther. 

Increaſe the number and the graces 
of all ſuch as love and fear Thee. 
Enlighten the minds of the gnorant, 
awaken the conſciences of the care- 
leſs, ſilence the gain/ayers, convert 
1 . the 


4 


of 
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| the profane, and all that hold the 
truth 1 in unrighteouſneſs. 


Rebuke the ſpirit. of antichriſt, 
idolatry, and libertiniſm,—the ſins 
of drunkenneſs, whoredom, litigi- 
ouſneſs, and defrauding the public. 

In tender mercy, remember, O 


God, all /ick and dying perſons, that 
they may omit nothing that 1s ne- 


ceſſary to make their peace with 


Thee. Be gracious unto all that are 


under any Miction of mind or body, 
or under any preſſing calamity,—all 
deſolate widows and fatherleſs chil- 


dren,—all that call upon Thee in 


their diſtreſs, and have none elſe to 

help them. 

Prov. xxi. 1. The king's power ts in 
the, hand of the Lord; as the rivers 
F waters, he turneth it —_— 
ever he will. 


Let this thy power, O Lord, be 


magnified on his majeſty, and on all 


that 
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that are put in authority under 


him, — That we may be governed 
with truth and juſtice, by men fear- 


ing and honoring God, protecting 
the Chriſtian Religion, and puniſh- 


ing evil-doers. To this end vouch- 
ſafe them, I beſeech thee, all the 
graces neceſſary for their high ſta- 
tion, and for. their eternal happi- 
neſs. 


Col. 1 . give unto your 
ſervants that which is juft and equal, 


knowing that ye alſo have a maſrer 


71 Heaven. 


O Heavenly Lord and Maſter, bleſs 
me with good and faithful ſervants. 
Let thy bleſſing be upon them and 
upon my affairs committed to their 
care; and may I never be wanting in 


my duty to them, for Jeſus Chriſts 
* 


* 
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Bihains, Benefaftors, Sc. 


Be gracious, O God, to all my re- 
lations, benefactors, enemies, and all 
that have deſired my prayers; ;—all 
who, by their own labours, do mi- 
niſter to our neceſſities; together 
with all our known and unknown 
benefactors. Render, O God, a 
good reward, and a plentiful return, 
to all thoſe who have been kind 
and charitable. Grant that we may 
all fo live here, as that we may 


meet hereafter in the e be 
God. 


John xvi. 23. Ferily 1 fay unto you, 
whatſoever you ſhall gſt the Father 
in my name, he will give it. you. 


Theſe are what I aſk, O God and 
Father, above all things, for myſelf, 
and for all that have defired my 
Prayers That we may be reſto red 
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to thy likenefs, and never Aua it 
by our ſins ;—that the i image of Sa- 
tan may be deſtroyed i in us; that all 
carnal affections may die in us; and 
that all things belonging to the Spi- 
tit may dwell in our hearts by faith; 
that thy name, and the name of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, may be glo- 
rified in us, and we in him that 
our hearts may be entirely thine;— 
that we may never grieve thy Holy 
Spirit; but that we may continue 
* thine for ever, for * Chriſt's 
fake.” Amen. 


Epheſ. i iv. 29. Let no corrupt commu- 
nication proceed out of your mouth, 

but that which is good to the uſe of 

 edifying, that it may e grace 
undo the hearers.. Se 2 


Grant; O God, that I may delight 
in thy Law; that my. converlaton. 


"= be truly Chriſtian. | 
C3 May 
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May I never hear with Mees 
nor ever repeat ſuch things, as may 
diſhonour God, or injure my neigh- 
bour, or my own character. 


James iv. at. Speak not evil one of 
| another. GET oof 1. 8 1 


* 


Epheſ. v. 4. Fool: 72 an * . ling 
are not convenient, but- oh Fiv- 


Ing of thanks. 


Pha. cxxxiii. 3. Set a * 0 E 
before my mouth, and 888 the nun 


of my lips. r pt. ants 


Matth. xii. 34. Out of FR abunditice © 
c the heart, the mouth ſpeaketh.. 
How can Je, being evil, Heel *. 
things? ? | 


O Holy Spirit of, 0 8 

to overcome the ſhame of "As dege- 

erate age, which will hear, nothing 

| with delight, but what concerns this, 
world. O touch ** e 1 


"ny "IN Wo! * 4 I IC 
* ' 1 


a To. 
* As. » *. » 5 1 LS "Yi * : | 3 


Sacra PRTIVATA. 35 


true love of God, the encehinbies 
of his laws, the pleaſantneſs of his 
ſervice, and the wonders of his pro- 
vidences. This I way for Jeſus Chriſt's 
Take, '- | a 


John xv. 7 44 what ye will, and a 
all * Jon unto yous, 


= Theſe, O Jeſus, are the things that - ; 
1 aſk. Intercede for me! that I may 
be truly ſenſible of the diſcafes I 
labour under, and thankfully em- 
brace the means which thy OO 
hath ordained for my recovery. 
Grant that the end of all my ac- | 
tions, and deſigns, may be the glory 
of God. 
Enable me to reſiſt all the Goful 
appetites of my corrupt nature. 
Grant that I may hunger and. thirſt 
after righteouſneſs. 1 
3 Vouchſafe me the 19 of adop 
<2 tion of ſupplication and prayer,— 
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. and thankſgiving. 


Obtain 
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Obtain for me, O Jeſus, the graces 
555 mortification and ſelf-denial; the 
graces of a true humility, and the 
fear of God. { bo e 

. Grant, O God, that 1 may never 
knowingly live one moment under 
thy diſpleaſure, or in any known ſin. 

Grant, O God, that as I have been 
regenerate, and made thy child by 
adoption and grace, I may daily be 
Tenewed by thy Holy Spirit, for Jeſus 
Chriſt's fake. 

"Enable me, gracious God, to eſ- 
cape the corruption that is in the 
> world through luſt, that I may be 

partaker of the Divine Nature. 

Lord, grant me grace to withſtand 

the temptations of the world, the 
Meſh, and the devil; and with a pure 
heart and mind to follow Thee, the 


only God, through Jeſus (RR our 
Ea 1 | 
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Let thy love, O God, be ſhed 
abroad in my heart, by the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and grant that it 
may appear in my lie, my conver- 
ation, my words, and n for 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. + ; 

Bleſſed be God that I was | admit- 
ted into the fellowſhip of Chriſt's 
Religion. Grant, O God, that I may 
eſchew all thoſe things that are con- 
trary to my profeſſion, and follow 
all ſuch things as are agreeable to 
the ſame, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. _ 
Keep me, I beſeech Thee, O Hea- 
venly Father, under the protection 
of thy good providence, and make 
me to have a perpetual fear and love 
of thy. holy name; n n 
Chriſt our Lord.  _ | 

Put away from me all HirtFal 
things, and give me thoſe things that 
de profitable for me, through: Jeſus 
; Cunha: 

„ Mercifully 


end PaivAra. 


3s 


_Mercifully grant unto me, O God, 
n a meafure of thy grace, that 
running the way of thy command- 
ments, I may obtain thy gracious 
promiſes, and be made partaker of 
thy heavenly treaſure, through Jefus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 

Forgive me thofe things whereof | 
my conſcience is afraid, and give 
me thoſe good things which we are 
not worthy to aſk, but through the 
merits and. mediation of thy" Son 
Jeſns' Chriſt. 15 
That I may obtain Fn which 
ä thou doſt promiſe, make me to love 
that which thou doſt command, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. 

. Keep me from all things purtfal, 
; and lead me to all things neceſſary to 
: ny ſalvation, through Jefus Chriſt. 
The Lord deliver me from every 
exil work, and ran me to bis 
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heavenly. kingdom: To: vrhom be 
glory for ever and eyer. Amen. 

O that thy Holy Spirit may direct 
and rule my heart, 0 God, een 
Jeſus. rin. 

Of thy bountiful goodnefs, OLord, 
keep me; -I; beſeech Thee, from all 
things that may hurt me, that I may 
cheerfully accompliſh thoſe things 
which Thou would'ſt have N | 
through. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Grant, O God, that J may * 
cleanſed from all my ſins; and ſerve 
Thee with a 06: mils through 
Jeſus, Chriſt. 

Deliver me, | 0 1 from the 
bonds of thoſe ſins, which through 


my frailty, I ha ve committed, for 
Jeſus an $ Nuke: 
| Faith. 9 | 


| O that 8 may believe, in Thee, O 
1 God, and * my whole truſt and 
55 1 n confidence 


* 


— 
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confidence in Thee alone; and not in 
any thing that I myſelf can do-. 
Grant, O God, that I may ſo per- 
fectly, and without all doubt, believe 


in thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, that my faith 


in thy ſight may never be reproved, | 


or the ſake of- the ſame _ prey 


n W. avering.” + 
Grant, O God, that we may not 


be carried about with every blaſt of 

vain doctrine, but that we may de 
firmly eſtabliſhed i in the truth of thy 

holy goſpel, through Jeſus Chriſt. 


Grant, O God, that T may per- 
fectly know thy Son Jeſus Chriſt to 


be the Way, the 7 ruth, and the L 25e, 


the Author of the W ay, the Feacher 
of the Truth, and the Giver of L. ife ; 
—that I may ſtedfaſtly walk in the 
way that leadeth to eternal Pitts thro' 


4 
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Covet ouf! neſs. 


Give me grace to forſake all covet- 

ous deſires, and inordinate love of 
riches and . pleaſures, through Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 

Grant. that I may both perceive, 
and know, what things I ought to 
do, and alſo may have grace and 
power faithfully to fulfil the Tame, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. 

Grant me, O God, the true cir- 
cumciſion of the Spirit, that my heart, 
and all my members, being mortified 
from alk carnal laſts, I may in all 
things obey thy bleſſed will. 

O that we, who know Thee now 
by faith, may, after this life, have the 
fruition of thy glorious Godhead ! 

In all our dangers and neceſſities, 
ſtretch forth thy right hand tg fave 
and defend us. 


- 


Chartty. 
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O, ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour 
into my heart that moſt excellent gift 
of charity, that very bond of peace 
and of all virtue, without which, 
whoſoever liveth is Wen dead 
before Thee! 

Grant, I do moſt humbly beſcech 
Thee, O God, that as by thy ſpecial 


grace preventing me, Thou doſt put 


into my mind good deſires, fo by thy 
| continual help, I may bring the ſame 
to good effect, through Jeſus Chriſt. 

O everlaſting God, grant, that as 


thy Holy Angels always do Thee ſer- 


vice in heaven, ſo by thy appointment 
they may ſuccour and defend us on 
. earth, through Jeſus Chriſt. 

Grant me grace ſo to follow thy 
bleſſed Saints in virtuous and godly. 
living, that I may come to thoſe un- 


$ 


1 * 
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ſpeakable joys, which Thou haſt pre- 
pared for them that unfeignedly love 
Thee. 24 

I pray God my whole. ſpirit, cs 
underſtanding, will, and conſcience,) 
my foul, (my appetites, affections, 
and paſſions,) and my body, (the 
tabernacle of my ſoul) be preſerved 
blameleſs unto the coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

May I take pleaſure i in abiding ir in 
thy preſence, O God; in depending 
upon Thee; in leaving myſelf entire- 
ly to thy diſpoſal, as a continual ſa- 
crifice to thy will. 

Give me a victory over all my fins 
and imperfections, increafe in me the 
graces of faith, hope, and charity, of 
. humility, meekneſs, patience, and reſg- 
nation, and all other Chriſtian vir- 
tues; for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 


Preſerve 
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Preſerve me, gracious God; from 
ſpiritual pride, from aſcribing any 
thing I have done, or can do, to my- 
ſelf, and robbing Thee of the glory 
of ſaving me from eternal ruin. 
Take poſſeſſion, O Jeſus, of thy 
right in my ſoul, which Thou haſt re- 
deemed with thy moſt precious blood, 
and root out all ſelf-righteouſneſs, 
ſeli-intereſt, and ſelf-will ;—that 
Thou mayeſt be my — 
and all in me. 


Repentance. 


Give me, O God, ſuch a true "0 
row for my fins, as ſhall enable me to 
embrace all the neceſſary means, how 
bitter ſoever, for rooting fin out of 
my ſoul. 


Humility. 


1 Pet. v. 5. God reſiſteth the pr oud, 
and * grace to the humble. 


1 have. 
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| TI have all the reaſon in the world 
to be humble. Without God I am 
nothing. Without his help and grace 
[ can do nothing that is good. With- 
out his word, I know nothing. Of 
myſelf, I deſerve nothing but puniſh- 
ment. Of my own, I have nothing 
but faults, imperfections, and ſins, 
an inclination to evil, an averſion to 
good, unruly ſenſes, ungovernable 
paſſions, unreaſonable affections. 

1 Cor. i. 30. O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who art made unto us of God, our 
wiſdom, by revealing him and his glo- 
rious perfections ;—our r:g/teouſneſs, 
by ſatisfying the juſtice of God in our 
nature ;—our /ant:ifteation, by pro- 
curing for us the Holy Ghoſt, and by 
reſtoring us, being ſinners, to God's 
favour ;—our redemption, by redeem- 
ing us from death eternal. O Jeſus, 
for theſe mighty favours, all love and 


glory 


J 
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glory be to Thee, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt, for ever. Amen. 


Tue ay of an Hayey L1eE. 


Lay nothing too much to heart ;— 
deſire nothing too eagerly ;—rejoice 
not exceſſively, nor grieve too much 
for diſaſters ;—be not violently bent 
on any deſign ;—nor let any worldly 
cares hinder you from taking care of 
your foul ;—and remember, that it is 
neceſſary to be a Chriſtian (that is, to 
govern one 's-ſelf by motives of Chriſ- 
tianity) in the moſt common actions 
of civil life. 
Coll. iii. 17. V. hatſoever ye ds in word 

or in deed, do all in the name of the 


Lord Feſus, giving thanks to God 
and the Father by him. 


He that would not fall into temp- 
tation, muſt have a preſence of mind, 
a watchful eye over himſelf; he muſt 
| have 
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have great things in view, —diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt time and eternity; or 
elſe he will follow what paſſion, not 

what reaſon and religion, ſuggeſt. 


_ Chriſtian Perfedtion. 

Whoever aſpires after being ſo 
united to God, as to be one ſpirit 
with him, muſt reſolve to do all 
things with this ſole view, To PLEASE 
GoD. This I purpoſe, this I forbear, 
this I undertake, this I do, this I ſuf- 
fer, in obedience to the Will of 
God. This ſhould be our expreſs 
purpoſe, at all times, when we have 
time to make it; and ſhould be often 
renewed, leſt our own will come to be 
the rule of our actions. If I am care- 
ful to do this, I ſhall always have my 
end, whether I ſucceed, or be diſap- 


pointed, being convinced it is God's 
Will. 5 


Rom. 
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Rom. xvi. 14. Put ye 0n-the Lord Je- 


* ſus, and make not proviſion for the 

eſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may keep 
under my body, and bring it into ſub- 
jection, leſt by _ means. I ſhould 
be a caſt-away.”* 

Be ye all of one mind, having 
compaſſion one of another. Be piti- 
ful, be courteous : not rendering evil 


for evil, nor railing for railing, but 
_contrarywiſe bleſſing. For he that 
will love life, and ſee good days, let 


him refrain his tongue from evil, and 
his lips that they ſpeak no guile. Let 


him eſchew evil, and do good; let 


him ſeek peace, and enſue 7 
Give me, O Lord, a wiſe, a ſober, 


a ſerious, a religious heart. 


Preſerve me from evil councils, 
and raſh enterpriſes. O make thy 
"my plain before my face. 

Por. ix. 2. 11 Pet. ili. 8. 9% Ke. . 
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Nobert me this day under all the 
difficulties I ſhall meet with. 

I offer myſelf to Thee, O God, this 
day, to do in me, and with me, as to 
Thee ſeems moſt meet. 
Vouchſafe me, gracious God, the 
ſpint of adoption, whereby I may cry, 
Abba, Father, and apply to Thee, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, not as an angry 
judge, but as a merciful and loving 
father. 3 

Remember that the life of man is 
only to be valued for its uſefulneſs. 


John xv. 12. Thrs 1s my command- 
ment, that you love one another. 

O Thou, who haſt given me this 
command and pattern, give me a ſin- 
cere deſire of following, and grace 
and power to do it. 


James v. 15. And the prayer of faith 
Shall ſave the fick; and the Lord ſhall 
D raiſe 
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raiſe * up ; and if he have com- 

mitted fins, he ſhall be abſolved, TH 
upon his confeſſion. ] 
O Lord of life and death! have 
mercy upon all thoſe who are viſited 
with ſickneſs; ſanctify this thy fa- 
therly es, that they may 
ſearch their ways, and ſee whence 
this viſitation cometh. Have mercy 
upon all that are appointed to die, 
and grant that they omit nothing that 
is neceſſary to make their peace with 
Thee, and that they may be delivered 
from death eternal. And God grant 
that we may apply our hearts to that 
holy and heavenly wiſdom, while we 
live here, which may in the end bring 
us to life everlaſting, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


NOON. 
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N O ON. 


I Tim. ii. 1. 7 exhort, that firſt „ 
all, applications, prayers, inte- 


ceſſions, and giving of thanks, 5. 
made for all men. 


Acts xvii. 26. For we are all 4 one 
blood. 


And charity, that more excellent 
way, is a tender affection for the 
whole creation of Gop. 

O God, almighty and merciful, let 
thy fatherly kindneſs be upon all 
whom 'Thou haſt made. Hear the 
prayers of all that call upon Thee; 
open the eyes of them that never pray 
for themſelves; pity the ſighs of ſuch 
as are in miſery; deal mercifully with 
them that are in darkneſs; and in- 
creaſe the number of the graces of 
ſuch as fear and ſerve Thee daily. 
Preſerve this land from the misfor- 
tunes of war; — this Church from 

al! 
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all dangerous errors; —this people 
from forgetting Thee, their Lord and 
benefactor. Be gracious to all thoſe 
countries that are made deſolate by 
the ſword, famine, peſtilence, or per- 
ſecution. Bleſs all perſons and places 
to which thy providence has made 
me a debtor; all who have been in- 
ſtrumental to my good by their aſ- 
ſiſtance, advice, or example; and 
make me in my turn uſeful to others. 
Let none of thoſe that deſire my 
prayers want thy mercy; but de- 
fend, and comfort, and conduct them 
through to their lives end. 

In every thing give thanks: for 
this is the will of Gop in Chriſt 
Jeſus concerning you. 
Cauſe us, O God, to profit by all 
the viſttatzons of thy _ and 
mercy. 


It becometh well the juſt to be 
bs thankful. 4 


O Lord 
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O Lord and Father, I am not wor- 


thy of the leaſt. of all thy mercies, 
which Thou haſt ſhewed thy ſervant, 
neither can I render due thanks and 


praiſe for them; but, O Lord, ae- 


cept of this my facrifice of praiſe 
and thankſgiving. 


For all the known, and for all the 
unobſerved favours, deliverances, vi- 
ſitations, opportunities of doing good, 


chaſtiſements, and graces of thy Holy 


Spirit, vouchſafed to me, I bleſs thy 


good providence; befecehing Thee 


to pardon my ingratitude, that I have 


paſſed ſo many days and years with- 


out obſerving, and without acknow- 
ledging, thy great goodneſs. to thy 
unworthy ſervant. 

For when I ſoberly confi der my 
dependance upon Thee, for my life, 
welfare, health of bady,, peace of 


mind, 
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mind, grace, comfort, and ſalvation, 
N ought to be very thankful. 

Glory be to God, my Crlaios; 
elory be to Jeſus, my Redeemer ; 
glory be to the Holy Ghoſt, my 
Sanctifier, my Guide, and Com- 
forter: all love, all glory, be to Gop 
moſt high. Amen. 

Let us never aſcribe any FOR to 
ourſelves, but all to the grace of God, 
and render to him all the glory of his 
works. 

Preſerve me, O God, from the in- 
fenfibility of thoſe who receive thy 
favours without being affected with 
them, and from the ingratitude of 
thoſe who look upon them as a debt. 


Pſa. xc. 1, 2. 1t is a good thing 2 
give thanks unto the Lord; and to 
fing praiſes unto thy name, O Moſt 

High To fhew forth thy loving 

rindneſs in the morning; and thy 

faithfulneſs every night. 


Many 
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Many and great have been the fa- 
vours and bleſſings which Thou 
haſt beſtowed on theſe nations; for 
which, O Lord, in conjunction with 
thoſe who praiſe Thee for them, and 
in the ſtead of thoſe who forget to 
praiſe Thee, I bleſs and PR N 
holy name. 

Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and 
forget not all his benefits. 


OUR FATHER, WHICH ART IN 
HEAVEN. 


Acts xvii. 28. In thee we. live, and 
move, and have our being. 

Grant that we may love Thee with 
all our heart, and mind, and ſoul, 
and ſtrength. 

Bleſſed be Gop, who dealeth with 
us with the tenderneſs of a Father. 

O that we may remember that 
our Father and our inheritance is in 
heaven. 


I commit 
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I commit myſelf and all that be- 
longs to me to 75 fatherly care and 
love. 

Perily, whatever ye aſk the Father 
in my name, he will give it you.“ 
This is the great ſupport and comfort 
of ſinners. Hear us, for thy Son's 
ſake; for as ſinners we have no right 
to aſk any favour. . 

What manner of love 1s is that we 
ſhould be called the ſons of God !+ 


 HALLOWED BE THY NAME. 


Thou art worthy, O Lord, to re- 
ceive honor, and power, and glory; 
for Thou haſt created all things. 

In this is my Father glorified, that 
ye bring forth much fruit. 

May thy children have a great re- 
gard for every 1 that beionge to 
'Thee. | 

May I never diſhonour Thee, O 

Heavenly Father, by word or deed. 
| * John xvi, 23. + 1 John iii. 1. 


May 
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May I glorify Thee daily by a good 
life. Fill my heart with a great con- 
cern and zeal for thy glor- 

Let every thing that hath breath 
praiſe the Lord. | | 

They that honor me, 1 will al 
honor.. | 
How little have I * to W 
thy gl glory! God E be IE unto 


THY KING noM COME: 


May all the kingdoms of the world 
obey thy laws, and ſubmit to thy pro- 
vidence, and. become the Kingdoms, 
of the Lord, and of his Chriſt. 

Bleſs the pious endeavours of all 
thoſe who. ſtrive to propagate the 
goſpel of thy kingdom. 

Vouchſafe to reign in my heart; 
and let not Satan-ever have domini- 
on over me. 


Fit us, O God, for the coming of 
D2ͤ ꝓnſ 
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thy kingdom. May I ſubmit and re- 
joice to be governed by Thee. | 
O that thy Holy Spirit may direct 
and rule my heart; ſubdue in me all 
pride and covetouſneſs, hatred, ma- 
lice, envy, luſt, and all uncleanneſs, 
and whatever ſhall offend Thee. 


THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH, AS 
II IS IN HEAVEN. 


1 Theſſ. iv. 3. This zs the will of 
; God, even our ſanctification. 
Thou haſt ſent us into the world, 
not to do our own will, but thine. 

O ſubjet my will to thine. 

- May thy name be honored by 
the good lives of Chriſtians. 

O that I may have reſpe& unto 
all thy commands. 

May thy will, revealed to us in thy 
holy word, be the rule of my will, 
of my deſires, of my words, life, and 
actions. 


GIVE 
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GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY 
| | BREAD. 
| John vi. 27. Labour not for the meat 
which perifheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlaſting life, 
Lord, give us evermore this bread. 
Give us the neceſſaries of life; but 
above all, the bread that nouriſheth. 
to eternal life. 


AND FORGIVE US. OUR TRESPAS SES, 
AS WE FORGIVE THEM THAT 
TRESPASS AGAINST US. 


Luke vi. 37. Forgive, and ye ſhall be: 


Forgiven. 
Grant, O Heavenly ] Father, that 


I may cloſe with this merciful con- 
dition of pardon. 4 


Thou haſt been all mercy to me, 

O God, grant that I * _ fo to 
all others. 

Bleſſed be the Lord, Ws Hi put 

our ſalvation into our own hands. 

May 


— 
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May thy grace, O Father, give me 


an heart ever ready to forgive. 


AND LEAD US NOT INTO TE MP- 
| TATION. 


| 1 Cor.'x, 13. Let him that thinketh he 


 /tandeth (firm) take heed left he fall. 


| Let not any confidence in our- 
ſelves provoke Thee, O God, to 


leave us to ourſelves. 

2 Pet. 11. 9. The Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly ly out of temptation. 
T hou, O Father, knoweſt my in- 


firmities, and the power of my ene- 


— 


mies; be not wanting to me in the 


hour of temptation. 


Matth. XXV1. 41. Watch * pres, 
that ye enter not into temptation. 
Make me mindful of my weak- 
neſs, that I may be more watchful 

and importunate for grace. 
Fartaty my. foul againſt the temp- 


A #4 tations | 


* 
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tations of the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 


BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. 


1 Pet. v. 8. Be ſober, be vigilant, be- 

' cauſe your adverſary the Devil, as 
a roaring lion, walketh about, ſeek- 
ing whom he may devour. 


Grant, O Heavenly Father, that 
this adverſary may never find me off 
my guard, or from. under thy pro- 
tection. 

In all my ſaving trials, give me 
grace and power to overcome, to thy 


glory. 


FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND 
THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, 
FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN, 


To Thee, to Thee alone, and to 
Thy Son, and Holy Spirit, be glory 


for ever and ever. Amen. 


EVEN. 
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EVENING 


Pſa. cxli. 2. Let my prayer be ſet 
forth in thy fight, as the incenſe; 
and tet the lifting up of my hands 


be as an evening ſacrifice. 


That it hath pleaſed Gop to add 
another day to the years of my life; 
that none of his judgments, to which 
for my ſins I am liable, have fallen 
upon me; that by his grace he hath 
kept me from all ſcandalous ſins, and 
from the dangers of an evil world ; 
that he has given me occaſions of 
doing good, and grace to make uſe 
of them ; that he hath ſupplied me 
and my family with the neceſſaries 
of this life, and with means of at- 
taining a better:—Accept, O God, of 
my unfeigned thanks for theſe, and 
for all thy mercies from day to day 
beſtowed upon me. Add this to all 

| thy 
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thy FIN 1 beſeech Thee, that I 
may never forget to be thankful. 


Poſſeſs my heart whith ſuch a 


deep ſenſe of my obligations to, and 
dependance upon Thee, for life, and 


health, and grace, and ſalvation, 


that religion may be my delight, as 
well as my duty. 


But that I may ſerve Thee with a 


quiet mind, forgive me the things 


whereof my conſcience is afraid, 


and avert the judgments which I 


have juſtly deſerved. Remember 
not the offences of my youth; and 
in mercy blot out thoſe of my riper 
years. Pardon my fins of the day 
paſt, and of my life paſt, and grant 
that they may never riſe up in J 


ment againſt me. Amen. 


1 John ii. 1. J1F any man fin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, 


Feſus Chriſt the righteous, and he 
is the propitiation for our /ins. 
| O moſt 
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O moſt powerful Advocate, I put 
my cauſe into thy hands, let thy 
blood and. merits-plead for me; and. 
by thy mighty interceſſion, procure 
for me a full diſcharge of all my fins. 


John v. 14. Sin no more, Jeft a 


worſe thing come unto thee.. 
Lord,. the frailty of man without 


Thee cannot but fall. In all temp- 


tations, therefore, I beſeech Thee 
to ſuccour me, that no ſin may ever 


get the dominion oyer me. 
Pſa. xci. 1. JYhoſo dwelleth 1 


the defence of the Moſt H gh, ſhall 
abide under the ſhadow. of the 4 
. mighty. | 
May. the Almighty God take me, 
my family, my relations, my friends, 
my benefactors, and my. enemies, 
under his gracious protection. Give 
his holy angels charge concerning us; 
preſerve us from the prince and 
powers 


* 
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powers of . darkneſs, and from the 
dangers of. the night; and keep us 
in perpetual peace and ſafety; 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 

Hear me, O God, not according to 
my weak underſtanding, but accord- 
ing to the full importance of that 
Holy Prayer, which Jefus Chriſt has 
taught us, and which I preſume to 
offer. 


Our Father, which art in Heaven, Ge. 


OUR 'FATHER, WHICH ART IN HEAVEN; 
HALLOWED BE THY NAME. 


God will be glorified in the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls. 

If the Almighty Gop were not my 
Father, I might expect vengeance 
inſtead of mercy. 

May I ſhew by my life that God 
is my father! 

This earth is not the inheritance 


of the children of Gon. 
Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed be God, who dealeth not 
with us with the authority of a lord 
over his ſervants, but with the ten- 
derneſs of a father over his children. 


THY KINGDOM COME. | 

I own Thee for my King; do Thou 
make and own me for thy faithful 
fubjet. Enlarge thy kingdom for 
the honor of thy great Name. May 
I preſerve thy kingdom within me, 
the government of thy Spirit. Bring 
me into ſubjection to thyſelf, by thy 
grace. 


THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH AS 
IT IS IN HEAVEN. 


That Thou mayeſt have a Church 
on earth as. obedient to thy will as 
that 1s in heaven. ; 

O Heavenly Father, ſubdue in me 
whatever is contrary to thy holy will. 
Grant that I may ever ſtudy to know 
oy 


SAcRA PRIVATA. 67 


thy will, that I may know how to 
pleaſe Thee. 

Thy will, O God, is the perfec- 
tion of juſtice; let me never pre- 
{cribe to Thee what Thou oughteſt 
to give me. What thou willeſt, we 
may be ſure, is beſt for us; we can- 
not be ſure of what we will for our- 
ſelves. Hearken not to the corrupt 


deſires of my heart, but to the voice 
of thy own mercy. 
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD» 
Yes, my God, I will have re- 
courſe to Thee daily; for on Thee 
I depend daily for life, and breath, 
and grace, and all things. 
_ Give me a true underſtanding 
and love for Thy Word, the bread 
which nouriſheth to eternal life. 
For Thou, O Lord, haſt taught 
us, not to ſeek that bread which 
periſheth, but that which endureth 


to eternal lite. 
AND 
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AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, 
AS WE FORGIVE THEM THAT 
TRESPASS AGAINST US. 


May I ever ſhew mercy to men, 
that I may receive it from 'Thee, 
my God. | 

Do J value my ſoul, and think 
this too. hard a condition ? 

Thou art all mercy to me; grant 
that I may be all-merciful to my 
brethren, for thy ſake, O Father. 


AND LEAD Vs NOT INTQ TEMPTATION, 
BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL, 
For: Thou knoweſt our infirmitics, 
and the power and malice of our 
enemies, 
Thou knoweſt how to deliver the 
godly out of temptation. 
Grant, O God, that I may never 
run into thofe temptations, which 
in my prayers I deſire to ayoid? 
Vouchſafe 
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| 69 
Vouchſafe me the gift of perſeve- 
rance, on which my eternal happi- 
neſs depends. 

Lord, never permit my trials to 
be above my ſtrength. 

O Holy Spirit of Grace, be not 
wanting to me in the hour of temp- 
tation. And in all temptations, 
give us power to reſiſt and overcome. 
Leave us not in the power of evil 
{ſpirits to ruin us. Support us under 
all our ſaving trials and troubles. 


FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND 
THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, 
FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN. 
Let thy fatherly compaſſion grant 

what the Son of thy love has en- 

couraged us to pray for. 
By thy Almighty power make good 
whatever is defective in me. 


ExAMINA- 
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Eccluſ, xvii. 20. Before Judgment, 
examine thyſelf, aad in the day of vi- 
fitation thou ſhalt find mercy. 


Diſcover to me, O thou Searcher 
of hearts, whatever is amiſs in me, 
whether in life or r principle. 


Death. 


From ſudden, from unprepared 
death, good Lord deliver me, my fa- 
mily and all that deſire my prayers. 
May we never be ſurpriſed in ſin; 
and may thy mercy ſupply whatever 
ſhall be wanting in our preparation 
for death. 

For myſelf, with the fobmiſſion 
of a penitent ſinner, under the righ- 
teous ſentence of death paſſed upon 

all 
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all mankind, JI beg that I may ſo 
live, as that I may with joy reſign 
my life a ſacrifice of obedience, in 
union with that of my Saviour's, 
to Thee, O Father, truſting in thy 
mercy and goodneſs, and promiſes 
in Jeſus Chriſt, at the hour of death, 
and 1n the day of judgment. Amen. 


Epheſ. iv. 6. Let not the un go down 


upon your wrath. 


Lord, grant that I may lie down 
to ſleep with the ſame charitable diſ- 
poſitions with which I deſire and 
hope to die. | 

I beſeech Thee for all that are my 
enemies, not for judgment and ven- 
geance, but for mercy, for the re- 
miſſion of their ſins, and for their 
eternal happineſs. 


Pſa. x11. 3. Lighten mine eyes, 2 
Lord, that I ſleep not in death. 


Deliver 
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Deliver me from the terrors of the 
night, and from the peſtilence that 
walketh in darkneſs. 

Let my ſleep be free from ſin ; ; pre- 
ſerve me, O Lord, from evil s 


and evil dæmons. 


Into thy hands I commend myſelf, 


my ſpirit, my ſoul, and body, O Lord, 


thou God of truth. 
Grant that I may remember Thee 


upon my bed. 


Pfa. iv. g. Iwill Jay me down in peace, 
and take my ret; for it is Thou, 
Lord, only that makeſt me dwell 755 1 


Safety. 


May the Saviour and han of 
my ſoul, take me under his protec- 
tion this night and evermore. 


SUNDAY MEDITATIONS. 


| PravERs, Trankscrvinc, &c. 


A Daily Form of” Thankſerving. 


O Almighty God and moſt merci- 
ful Father, who, day after day, 
doſt miniſter to ſinful man infinite 
occaſions of praiſing Thee, accept of 
my unfeigned thanks for all the bleſ- 
{ſings I have, and every day receive, 
from thy good Providence. 

That of thine own mere goodneſs, 
and without any merit of mine, or of 
my forefathers, Thou haſt given me 
a being from honeſt and religious 
parents, and in ſuch a part of the 
world where the Chriſtian Religion 
is purely taught, and thy Sacraments 
duly adminiſtered. 
| E That 
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That thou didſt endue me - with | 
reaſon and perfect ſenſes; and, to 
make theſe more comfortable to me, 
didſt give me a ſound. and healthful 
body. 

That Thou gaveſt me an early 
knowledge of Thee, my Creator and 
Redeemer. : 

That Thou haft peter vad me ever 
ſince my birth, and haſt vouchſafed 
me health and liberty, and a compe- 
tency of means to ſupport me 

That Thou haſt redeemed me by 
thy Son, and given me a ſhare in his 
merits; ſanctified me by thy Holy 
Spirit, and haſt heaped many fa- 
vours upon me. 

That Thou haſt given me honeft 
a to admoniſh, to counſel, to 
encourage, and to ſupport me, by 
their intereſt and advice. 

That Thou haſt been my refuge in 
tribulation, and my defence in all 

adverſities; 
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adverſities; delivering me from dan- 
gers, infamy, and troubles. For all 
known or unobſerved deliverances, 
and for the guard thy Holy Angels 
keep over me, I PR thy good pro- 
vidence. 

When J went aſtray, Thou didſt 
reduce me; when I was ſad, Thou 
didſt comfort me ; when I offended 
Thee, Thou didſt forbear and gently 
correct me, and didſt long expect my 
repentance; and when, for the griev- 
ouſneſs of my ſins, I was ready to 
deſpair, Thou didſt keep me from 
utter ruin ; Thou haſt delivered me 
from the Waren and aſſaults of the 
Devil; Thou haſt not only preſerved 
my ſoul, but my body, from deſtruc- 
tion, when ſickneſſes and infirmities 
took hold of me. 

O Lord and Father, I cannot ren- 
derdue thanksand praiſe for all theſe 
mercies beſtowed upon me: Such as I 

E 2 have 
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have I give Thee; and humbly be- 
ſeech Thee to accept of this my dai- 
ly ſacrifice of thankſgiving. 

Pardon, O God, all my former in- 
gratitude; and that I have paſſed ſo 
many days without obſerving, with- 
out admiring, without acknowledg- 
ing and confeſſing, thy wonderful 
goodneſs to the moſt unworthy of 
thy ſervants. 

For (now I ſoberly conſider my de- 
pendance upon Thee) as there is no 
hour of my life that I do not enjoy 
thy favours, and taſte of thy good- 
neſs, ſo (if my frailty would permit) 
I would ſpend no part of my life 
without remembering Thee. 

. Praiſe the Lord then, O my ſoul, 
and all that is within me praiſe his 
Holy Name. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord; my 
Creator. Glory be to Thee, O Jeſus, 


ny 
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my Redeemer. Glory be to the Holy 
Ghoſt, my Sanctifier, 1. Guide, and 
Comforter. 

All love, all glory, be to the high 
and undivided Trinity, whoſe works 
are inſeparable, and whoſe domi- 
nion endureth world without end. 
Amen. | 
When ] ſeriouſly 2 408 great 
God, my dependance upon thy Pro- 
vidence, and that the favours and 
mercies I have received, are infi- 
nitely more in number than the ac- 
knowledgments I have made, I am 
juſtly aſhamed of my ingratitude, 
and afraid left my unthankfulnefs 
ſhould provoke Thee to hinder the 
current of thy bleflings from de- 
ſcending upon me. 

Forgive, O merciful. Father, my 
paſt negligences, and give me grace 
for the time to come to obſerve and 
to value thy kindneſſes, as becomes 
one 
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one who has received ſo much more 
than he deſerves. 


Preſerve in my ſoul, O God, ſuch 
a conſtant and clear ſenſe of my obli- 
gations to Thee, that upon the receipt 
of every favour, I may immediately 
turn my eyes to him from whom 
cometh my ſalvation. That thy ma- 
nifold bleſſings may fix ſuch laſting 
impreſſions upon my ſoul, that I may 


always praiſe Thee faithfully here on 


earth, until it ſball pleaſe Thee, of 
thy unbounded mercy, to call me 
nearer the place of thy heavenly ha- 
bitation, to praiſe my Lord and de- 
liverer to all eternity. 


Providence. 


God has more ways of providing 
for us, of helping us, than we.can 
poſſibly imagine; it is infidelity to 

_ deſire 
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deſire to confine him to our ways 
and methods. 


Matth. viii. Lord ſxve 3 us : we periſh. 


Nothing can better expreſs our 
own inability, and our whole de- 
pendance upon Gop. Two ſure 
conditions of obtaining help. 

Since thy mercy, O God, 1s ever 
ready to help all that call upon 
Thee in time of diſtreſs, let thy 
goodneſs anſwer my wants. 

Keep me under the protection of 
thy good providence, and make me 
to have a perpetual fcar and loye of 
thy Holy Name, through jeſus Chriſt. 

The more deftitute we are of hu- 
man aid, the more ought we to truſt 
to that providence which God is 
pleaſed to exert in extreme neceſ- 
ity. | 

O God, give me grace never to 
condemn thy providence; let me 

adore 


\ 
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adore the wiſdom: of thy conduct, 
the holineſs of thy ways, and the 
power of thy grace. 
How many fins ſhould we com- 
mit, if Gop did not vouchſafe to 
oppoſe our corrupt will? Bleſſed be 
his holy name, for not leaving me 
to my own choices. | 

Pſa. xc. 12. So teath 2s bo number 
our days, that we may apply our "_ 
unio w dom. 


Birth-Day. 


Bleſſed be God for my creation 
and birth; for giving me a being 
from honeſt parents, fearing God, 
and in a Chriſtian and Proteſtant 
country ;—for giving me perfect 
members and ſenſes, a ſound reaſon, 
and an healthful conſtitution ;—for 


the means of grace, the aſſiſtances 
of 
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of the Holy Spirit, and for the 
hopes of glory ;—for all the known 
or unobſerved favours, providences, 
and deliverances, by which my life 
has hitherto been preſerved ;—moſt 
| humbly beſeeching Thee, my God 
and Father, to pardon my neglect 
or abuſe of any of thy favours, and 
that I have ſo very much forgotten 
Thee, in whom I live, and move, 

and have my being. 
Good Lord, forgive me the great 
waſte of my precious time, —the 
many days and years of health, and 
the many opportunities of doing 
good, which I have loſt; and give 
me grace, that for the time to come 
I may be truly wiſe, that I may con- 
ſider my latter end, and work out 
my ſalvation with fear and tremb- 
ling, ever remembering, that the 
night cometh when no man can work; 
and that the day of my death may 
E 3 be 
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be better to me A the day of my 
birth. 

O gracious God, grant that before 
Thou takeſt from me that breath 
which thou gaveſt me, I may truly 
. repent of the errors of my life paſt; 

that my ſins may be forgiven, and 
my pardon ſealed in Heaven; ſo 
that I may have a place of reſt in 
Paradiſe with thy faithful ſervants, 
till the general reſurrection; when 
the good Lord vouchſafe me a bet- 
ter and an everlaſting life, through 
eff Chrift. Amen. 


e s-Day. 
Bleſſed be God, who has brought 


me ſafe to the beginning of mother 
year. 


Bleſſed be God, that Jam of the 
number of thoſe who. have time 


and ſpace for A neee yet given 
them. | 


My 
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My God, make me truly ſenſible 
of this mercy, and give me grace to 
conſider often how ſhort' and how 
uncertain my time is that there is 
one year more of a ſhort life paſſed 
over. my head; and that I am fo 
much nearer kternsey g that I may 
in good earneſt think of another 
life, and be ſo prepared for it, as 
that death may not overtake me un- 
awares. | 
Lord, pardon all my Milben time, 
and make me more diligent and care- 
ful to redeem it for the time to come, 
that when I come to the end of my 
days, I may look back with comfort 
on the days that are paſt. 

Grant that I may begin this new 
year with new reſolutions of ſerving 
Thee more faithfully ;—and if, thro' 
infirmity or negligence, I forget theſe 
good purpoſes, the good Lord awake n 
in me a ſenſe of my danger. 


My 
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My heart is in thy hands, Q God, 
as well as my time; O make me wiſe 
unto ſalvation ;—that I may conſider 
in this my day the things that belong 
unto my peace; and that I may paſs 


this, and all the years IJ have yet to 
live, in comfortable hopes of a 
bleſſed eternity, for the Lord Jeſus 


anf. Amen. 


Lord's Day. 


Amos viii. 4. When will the Sabbatih 
be gone, that we may ſell wheat ? 
Deliver us, gracious God, from 

this ſin of covetouſneſs,—from be- 

ing weary of thy ſabbaths, which 


are ordained to preſerve in our hearts 


the knowledge of Thee, and of thy 


Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
O that we may deſire, and rejoice 


ia the return of this day, and ſerve 


Thee 


— 
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Thee faithfully on it; and that we 
may enjoy an everlaſting ſabbath 
with thy Saints, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
fake. Amen. 

O that I may be glad W they 
fay unto me, Come, let us go to 
the Houſe of God! 


Prayer for all Mankind. 


1 Tim. ji. 1. Texhort, that firſt of all, 
Jupplications, prayers, interce{ions, 
and giving of A. be made for 


all men. 


O God, i and merciful, let 
thy fatherly kindneſs be upon all 
that Thou haſt made. 

Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, 
Infidels, and Heretics; and grant 
that none may deprive themſelves of 
that happineſs which Jeſus Chriſt 
has purchaſed by his death. 

. Bleſs 
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Bleſs the pious endeavours of all 
[thoſe that ſtrive to propagate the 
Goſpel of Chriſt; and may its ſaving 
truths be received in all the world. 

Preſerve thy Church in the midſt 
of the dangers that ſurround it: 
purge it from all corruptions, and 
heal its diviſions, that all Chriſtian 
people may unite and love as be- 
comes the diſciples of Chriſt. 

Grant that all Biſhops and Paſtors 
may be careful to obſerve the ſacred 
rights committed to their truſt :— 

That Godly diſcipline may be re- 
ſtored and countenanced :— 

That Chriſtians may not content 
themſelves with bare ſhadows of re- 
ligion and piety; but endeavour 
after that holineſs without which 
no man can ſee the Lord :— 
That ſuch as are in authority may 
govern with truth and juſtice; and 

r Mat 
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that thoſe whoſe duty it is to obey, 
may do it. for conſcience ſake. 
Let all that fincerely ſeek the 
truth, be led into it by the Holy 
Spirit; and to all ſuch as are deſti- 
tute of neceſſary inſtruction, vouch- 
ſafe a greater meaſure of thy grace. 
Support and comfort all that la- 
bour under trials and afflictions, all 
that ſuffer wrongfully ; and by thy 
mighty grace ſuccour all thoſe that 
are tempted. 

Give unto all ſinners a true ſenſe 
of their unhappy ftate, and grace 
and ſtrength to break their bonds. 

Viſit, with thy fatherly comforts, 
all ſuch as are now in their laſt ſick- 
neſs, that they may omit nothing 
that is neceſſary to make their peace 
with Thee. . 

Be gracious to all thoſe countries 
that are made deſolate by the ſword, 
famine, peſtilence, or perſecution. 


And 
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And ſanctify the miſeries of this 
life to the everlaſting benefit of all 

that ſuffer. 

Preſerve this land from the mife- 
ries of war; this Church from per- 
ſecution, and from all wild and 
dangerous errors; and this people 
from forgetting Thee, their Lord 
and Benefactor. 

Avert the judgment which we have 
juſtly deſerved ; and mercifully pre- 
vent the ruin that threatens us; and 
grant that we may be ever prepared 
for what thy Providence ſhall bring 
forth. 

Bleſs all perſons and places to 
which thy Providence has made me 
a debtor; all who have been inſtru- 
mental to my good, by their aſſiſ- 
tance, advice, or example; and 
make me in my turn uſeful to 
others. 


Let 
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Let none of thoſe who cannot 
pray for themſelves, and deſire my 
prayers, want thy mercy; but de- 
fend, and comfort, and conduct 
them through this dangerous world, 
that we may meet in Paradiſe, to 
praiſe our God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Enlighten the minds, and ee” 
the ſins of all that err through ſim- 
plicity. 

Let the wickedneſs of the wicked 
come to-an end, but guide Thou 
the juſt. 5 

Relieve and comfort all that are 
troubled in mind or conſcience ;— 
all that are in danger of falling into 
deſpair ;—all that are in any dange- 
rous error ;—all that are in priſon» 
in ſlavery, or under perſecution for 
a righteous cauſe ;—all that are in 
any diſtreſs whatever ;—that all may 
improve under their ſufferings. 

Have 
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Have mercy upon and mckeich all 
that are engaged in ſinful courſes, 
in youthful luſts, in unchriſtian 
quarrels, and in Ys law- 
ſuits. | 

Direct all that are in doubt, and 
all that ſeek the truth. = 

O God, the Creator and Re- 
deemer of All, have mercy upon all 
whom - Thou haſt made and re- 
deemed. Amen. 


MONDAY 
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MONDAY MEDITATIONS. 
RESIGNATION: = 


Luke xxii. 42. Neverthel efs, 1 not my 
will, but thine be done. 


O God, who takeſt del; ght in help- 


ing the afflicted, help a ſoul too 
often diſtreſſed with an inward re- 
bellion againſt thy juſt 2 
ments. 

Who am I, that I ſhould make ex- 
ceptions againſt the Will of Gov, in- 
finitely great, wiſe, and good? 

TI know not the things that are for 
my own good. 

My moſt earneſt deſires, if 2 
ed, may prove my ruin. 

The things J complain of and fear, 
may be the effects of the greateſt 
merey. 
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The difappointments I meet with 
may be. abſolutely neceſſary for my 
eternal welfare. — 

Ido therefore proteſt againſt the 
ſin and madneſs of deſiring to have 
my will done, and not the w// of 
God. . | 

Grant, gracious Father, that I may 
never diſpute the reaſonableneſs of 
thy will, but ever cloſe with it, as 

the beſt that can happen. 
Prepare me always for what thy 
Providence ſhall bring forth. 

| Let me never murmur, be dejected, 
or 7mpatient, under any of the trou- 
bles of this life; but ever find reſt 
and comfort in Hie, THIS Is THE 
WILL OF MY FATHER, AND- OF MY 
GoD : grant this for Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake. Amen. 

To the glory of God, and juſti- 
fication of his infinite goodneſs, I 
do here acknowledge, that in all the 
diſpenſa- 
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diſpenſations of Providence which 
have befallen me, 70 this day, how- 
ever uneaſy to fleſh and blood, I 


have notwithſtanding experienced 


the kindneſs of a father for his child; 
and am convinced, that it would 


have been much worſe for me, had 


I_ had my own choices. 

O God, grant that for the time to 
come I may yield a cheerful obedi- 
ence to all thy appointments. Amen. 


Corrupt nature cannot compre- 


hend that afflictions are the effects 


of the divine love. It muſt be thy 


grace, O Lover of Souls, which 
muſt work in me this conviction, 
which I beſeech Thee to vouchſafe 
me. 5 

Never ſet a greater value upon 
this world than it deſerves. 

If a man is not eager or poſitive 
in his deſires, he will more readily 
embrace the appointments of Pro- 
vidence. | 
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If we place our hopes, or our de- 
pendance, upon the power, the w? rſdom, 
the coumnſel, or the intereſt, we have V 
in man, and not in God only, we { 


ſhall ſurely be diſappointed. 
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Job xiii. 15. Though he flay me, yet 
will I truft in him. 


O my crucified King and Saviour, 
let my ſubmiſſion to whatever afflic- 
tions ſhall befal me, for thy ſake, 

or by thy appointment, be to me a 
pledge, and an aſſurance, of my fide- 
lity to Thee, and conformity to thy 
ſufferings. 

It is a favour to be puniſhed and to 
ſuffer in this life, when a man makes 
a good uſe of his ſufferings. But to 
ſuffer by conſtraint, is to ſuffer with- 
out comfort and without benefit. 

Our union and conformity with 
the will of Gop, ought to be inſtead 
of all conſolation. 


Grant, 
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Grant, O God, that I may always 
accept of the puniſhment of my ſins 
with — to . 2 plea- 
ſure. 

Remember me, O Lord, in the day 
of trouble; keep me from all exceſs 
of fear, concern, and ſadneſs. 

Grant me an humble and a re- 
ſigned heart, that with perfect con- 
tent I may ever acquieſce in all the 
methods of thy grace, that I may 
never fruſtrate the deſigns of thy 
mercy, by unreaſonable fears, by 
ſloth, or ſelf-love. Amen. 

Think often of God, and af his 
attributes, his mercy, compaſſion, 
fidelity, fatherly care, goodneſs, 
protection. Dwell on theſe thoughts 
till they produce ſuch a well-ground- 
ed confidence as will ſupport us un- 
der all difficulties, and aſſure us, 
that He cannot poſlibly forſake thoſe 
that depend on Him. 


When 
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When Gov deprives us of any 
thing that is moſt dear to us,— 
health, eaſe,. conveniences. of life, 
friends, wife, children, &c.—we 
ſhould immediately ſay, This 7s. 
God's Will, I am by Him com- 
manded to part with ſo much, let 
me not therefore murmur or be de- 
jected, for then it would appear 
that I did love that thing more than 
God's will. | 

When God thus viſits us, let us 
immediately look inwards; and, left 
our ſins ſhould be the occaſion, let 
ns take care that we ſeriouſly re- 
pent, and endeavour to make our 
peace with God, and then He will 
either deliver or ſupport us, and 
will convince us, that we ſuffer in 
juſtice for our faults; or for our 
trial, and to humble us; or for 
God's glory, and to ſanctify us. 

. 1 Pet. 
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1 Pet. v. 5. Be clothed with humi- 
lity; for God refſifleth the proud, 
but giveth grace to the humble. 

Give me grace, O God, to ſtudy, 

to love, to adore, and to imitate that 
humility which thy Bleſſed Son hath 

taught us both by his word and by 
his moſt holy example. 


| Buſineſs. 
Epheſ. v. 17. Underſtanding what 
the will of the Lord 16. 
To engage in any buſineſs of im- 
portance without knowing this, and 
taking counſel of Gop, may colt us 
dear. 


Iſaiah xxx. 1. Moe to them that take 

counſel, but not of me, ſaith the Lord. 

But then, let a man take heed, 
that when he goes to enquire of the 
Lord, he does not ſet up idols in his 
own heart, leſt God anſwer him ac- 
cording to his idols. 

We are to pray for the direction of 
F God's 
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God's Spirit upon all great occaſions; 


. eſpecially, we are humbly to depend 
on his direction, and cheerfully to 


expect it; which he will manifeſt, 
either by ſome plain event of his 


. providence, or by ſuggeſting ſuch 
reaſons as ought: to determine the 


will to a wiſe choice. | 

But to follow the inclinations of 
the will without reaſon, only be- 
cauſe we find ourſelves ſtrongly in- 
chned to this or that, is a very dan- 
gerous way, and may engage us in 
very dangerous practices. 

Maſter. Servant. 

Death, in a very little time, may 
make the maſter and the ſervant 
equal. Let us anticipate this equa- 
lity, by treating our ſervants with 
compaſſion; having reſpect to Chriſt 
in the perſon of our ſervant,—to 
Chriſt, who took upon him the form 
of a ſervant for our ſakes. 


TUESDAY 


—— 
TU E SDAY MEDITATIONS. 


TROUBLE, PERSECUTION, Ar- 
FLICTIQNS, &c. 


Pſa. I. 15. Call upon me in the time 
of trouble, ſo will I hear thee, and 
thou /halt praiſe me. 


; O GOD, who ſeeſt all our weak- 
neſſes, and the troubles we labour 
under, have regard unto the prayers 


of thy ſervant, who ſtands in need 
of thy comfort, thy direction, and 


thy Help. 


Grant that Imay ſuffer like a Chriſ- 


tian, and not grieve like an unbe- 


lie ver that I may receive troubles 
as a puniſhment due to my paſt of- 
fences,—as an exerciſe of my faith, 
and patience, and humility,—and as 


a trial of my obedience;—and that I 


OO may 
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may improve all my afflictions to the 
good of my ſoul, and thy glory. 

Thou alone knoweſt what is beſt 
for us: Let me never diſpute thy wiſ- 
dom or thy goodneſs. 

Direct my reaſon, ſubdue my paſ- 
ſions; put a ftop to my roving 
thoughts and fears, and let me have 
the comfort of thy promife, and of 


thy protection, both now and ever, 

for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 

Heb. xii. 4. 1f ye endure chaſtening, 

| God dealeth with you as with ſons; 

for what ſon is he whom the father 
chaſteneth not? But if ye are with. 
out chaſtiſement, whereof all are 
partakers; then are we baſtards, 
and not ſons. 

Micah vii. 9. I will bear the indig- 
nation of the Lord, becauſe T have 
ſinned againſt him. 

If I am deſpiſed or lighted, | 


ought to conſider it as a favour, 
ſince 
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fine this is a mark of God's chil 
dren; and therefore I ought to thank 
kim for it, and not be angry with 
thoſe whom he makes his inſtru- 
ments to ſubdue and mortify my 
pride. ” 
1 Pet. iv. 13. Rejorce in at much as 
ye are made partaters of the ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt; that when his glory 
/hall be revealed, ye may be glad alſo 
_ with exceeding joy ;—v13. Becauſe 
your reward will be proportion- 
able to your ſufferings. 
Matth. v. 11, 12. Bleſſed are ye when 
mien /hall revile you, and perſecute 
) you, and ſhall jay all manner of 
evil againſt you fallly for my ſake. 
2 Rejoice and be exceeding glad; for 


great is your reward in Heaven; 
for ſo perſecuted they the prophets 

1 which were before you. _ 

„The myſtery of the Croſs is to pe 


ce learned under the Croſs. 
| Matth. 
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Matth. x. 28, 29. Frar not ales 
as hill the body, but are not able 
70 kill the foul: but rather fear 
| kim which its able to deſtroy both 
body' and ſoul in hell. Are not 
two ſparrows ſold for a farthing? 
and one of them ſhall not fall on 
the ground without your Father. 


The very hairs of yu head are all 
numbered. 


1 Pet. v. 6, 7. Humble yourſelves un- 
der the mighty hand of God, [under 
great afflictions which he fuffers 
to befal you] that he may exal! 
you in due time: Caſting all your 
care upon him; for he careth for 
you. 


Matth. vi. 10. Thy will be done. 


It is juſt, great God, it ſhould be 
ſo; for who ſhould govern the world 
but he that made it? And yet we poor 

creatures 
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creatures repine when any thing 
croſſes our hopes or deſigns. What 
ſtrange unthoughtfulneſs! what pre- 
ſumption is this! And it is thy great 
mercy that any of us are ſenſible of 
this folly, and become willing to be 
governed by Thee. 

With all my heart and a O 
God, I thank Thee, that in all the 
changes and chances of this mortal 
life, I can look up to Thee, and 
cheerfully reſign my will to thine. 

It is the deſire of my ſoul, and 
my humble petition, that I may al- 
ways be ready and willing to ſub- 

mit to thy providence, that Thou 
mayeſt order what Thou judgeſt to 
be moſt convenient for me. 

I have truſted Thee, O Father, 
with myſelf; my ſoul is in thy hand, 
which I verily believe Thou wilt pre- 

ſerve to eternal happineſs; my body, 
and all that belongs to it, are of 
much 
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much lefs value. I do 1 
with as great ſecurity and fatisfac- 
tion, truſt all I have to Thee, hop- 
ing Thou wilt preſerve me from all 
things huttfal, and lead me to all 
things profitable to my falvation. 
I will love Thee, O God; being 
fatisfied that all things, however 
ſtrange and irkſome they appear, 
ſhall work togethet for ”-=» to thoſe 
that do ſo. 

I know in whom I have believed; 
J have a Saviour at thy fight-hand, 
full of kindneſs, full of cate; full of 
power; he has prayed for me, that 
this faith fail me not; and by this 
faith I am perſuaded, that neither 
tribulation, nor anguiſn, nor perſe- 
cution, nor famine, nor nakedneſs, 
nor peril, nor ſword, nor death, 
which I may fear, ner life which I 
may hope for, nor things preſent 
which I feel, nor things to come 

— which 
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which I may apprehend, ſhall ever 

prevail ſo far over me, as to make 
me not to reſign my will —_— to 
Thee. 

In an humble, quiet, and dutiful 
ſubmiſſion, let me faithfully run the 
race that is ſet before me, looking 
unto Jeſus, the author and finiſher 
of our faith, who, for the joy that 
was ſet before him; deſpiſed the 
ſhame, endured. the croſs, and is 
now ſeated at the right-hand of 
Go; to whom I moſt humbly be-- 
ſecch Thee to bring me in thy good 
time; and for whatever ſhall fall 
out in the mean while, Thy will be 
done. Amen. | 


Look unto Feſus. 

He was deſpiſed and rejected of 
men ;—his life was. ſought for by 
Herod; He was tempted by Satan; 
—hated by that world which he 
F 3 came 
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came to fave ;—ſet at nought by his 
own people ;—called a deceiver and 
a dealer with the devil; was driven 
from place to place, and had not 
where to lay his head ;—betrayed by 
one Diſciple, and forſaken by all 
the reſt ;—falſly accuſed, ſpit upon 
and ſcourged; — ſet at nought by 
Herod and his men of war ;—given 
up by Pilate to the will of his ene- 
mies;—had a murderer preferred 
before him ;—was condemned to a 
moſt cruel and ſhameful death ;— 
crucified between two thieves ;—re- 
viled in the midſt of his torments; 
—had gall and vinegar given him to 
grink ;—ſuffered a moſt bitter death, 
ſubmitting with patience to the will 
of his Father. 

O Jefu, who now fitteſt at the 
right-hand of God, to ſuccour all 
who ſuffer in a righteous way; be 
Thou my Advocate for grace, that, 

in 
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in all my ſufferings, I may follow 
thy example, and run with patience 
the race that is ſet before me. 
Amen. = 
Take all things that befal you as 
coming from God's providence, for 
your particular profit. And though 
they are evil in themſelves, yet as he 
permits, or does not think fit to hznder 
them, they may be referred to Him. 
God no ſooner diſcovers in your 
heart an ardent deſire of well-doing, 
and of ſubmitting to his will, but he 
prepares for you occafions of trying 
your virtue; and therefore, confident 
of his love, receive cheerfully a me- 
dicine prepared by a phyſician that 
cannot be miſtaken, and cannot give 
you any thing but what will be for 
your good. See Ecclus. chap. ii. 
Lord, prepare my heart, that no 
afflictions may ever ſo ſurprize, as to 
overbear me. 


Diſpoſe 


— 
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Diſpo fe me at all times to a rea- 
Ne to ſuffer what thy- providence 
ſhall order or permit. N 

It is the ſame cup which Jeſus 
Chriſt drank of; it is he ſends it.— 
He fees it abfolutely neceſſary that 
I muſt be firſt partaker of his ſuffer- 
ings, and then of his glory. 
| Matth. X. 225 And ye tall be hated 
F all men for my name-ſake ; but 
ke that ſhall endure to the end, ſhall 
te Javed. 


It is indeed grievous to nature to 
be thus treated; but when it is for 
thy name-ſake, O Jeſus, and for the 
ſake of thy truth, and for being 
true to Thee; how lovely is this 
hatred; and how advantageous 
when ſalvation is the reward! 
Matth. x. 24. The diſciple is not 

above his maſter, nor the +a 

| above r Lord. 


He 


Vs * 
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| He who keeps this ſaying in his 
heart, will never complain of what 


he ſuffers, nor ſeek for any other 
way to ſave himſelf, but by humi- 


liation and the Croſs. 
Suffering. 


The Lord grant that whenever I 
ſuffer, it may be for being faithful 


to God, and without drawing it un- 
ſeaſonably upon myſelf. 


We are in God's hands; we often 
take ourſelves out of his hands, by 


truſting to the help and protection 
of men, more than of God. 

God can render none miſerable 
but thoſe whom he finds ſinners. Let 
us apply this to ourſelves when in 
affliction, but not unto others, or to 
theit perſona] faults. | 


| Rev. ili. 19. As many as love, I 
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therefore, and repent. 
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Bleſſed be God, who vouchſafes, 
by ſalutary chaſtiſements, to awaken 
us when we fall aſleep through ſloth 
and lukewarmneſs. 

Grant, O God, that I may never 
murmur at thy appointments, nor be 
exaſperated at the miniſters of thy 
providence. 

In Thee, O Jeſus, we find matter 
of conſolation in every affliction 
that can poſſibly befal us. 

All viſitations are from Gop. He 
is not delighted with the miſeries of 
his poor creatures; afflictions are 
therefore deſigned for our good. He 
will either ſhew you the reaſon of 
this viſitation, or make you reap the 
fruits of it. 

People that may be well diſpoſed, 
may yet live under the power of ſome 
evil cuſtom, which is diſpleaſing to 

God a man may have been guilty of 

ſome 


Th 
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ſome great ſin which he has yet 
never truly repented of, or been 
truly humbled for. This was the 
caſe of the ſons of Jacob; they 
had attempted the life of, and af- 
terwards ſold, their brother, and en- 
dangered the life of their aged fa- 
ther; under which guilt they paſſed 
their life well enough for many 
years, till God viſited them; and 
then they thought of their ſin, con- 
feſſed, and repented. | 
God, by afflictions, often fits us 
for greater degrees of grace which 
he is going to beſtow. 
Though I ſuffer, yet I am well, 
becauſe I am what God would have 
me to be. | 
Lord, do not permit my trials: to 
be above my ſtrength; and do Thou 
vouchſafe to be my ſtrength, and 
comfort in the time of trial. 
Give 
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Give me grace to take in good part 
whatever ſhall befal me; and let my 
heart acknowledge it to be the Lord's 
doing, and to come from thy provi- 
dence, and not by chance. 
S God makes uſe of afflictions | 
Sometimes by way of prevention; 
teft I ſhould be exalted, ſaid St. 
Paul;*—To reform them; before 1 
WAS aflitted T1 went aftray $&—To 
perfect them; patience, courage, fub- 
miſſion to the will of God, are graces 
not ſo much as underſtood by people 
who meet with no adverſities; we 
muſt through much tribulation enter 
Into the kingdom of God; f To 
prove men, and ſhew them for ex- 
amples; if a man had no enemies, 
how could he ſhew his INE in for- 
giving them ? 

John xi. 5. Afflictions are no marks 
of God's diſpleaſure. Feſus loved 


* 2 Cor. X11, &c. : cxix. F Acts X1V. 22. 
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Mary and Lazarus, yet they were 
both afflicted. 

Puttiſhmert is due to fin. We 
muſt be puniſhed here or hefeaf- 
ter;—it is the cauſe of all afflictions, 
and defigned by our gracious God 
to bring us to repentance. 

Proſperity is a moſt dangerous 
ſtate ; we fancy it is owing to our 
merit, and it is followed with pride, 
neglect of duty, fearlteſſneſs. 

It is happy for us when God 
counts us worthy to ſuffer for his 
name's ſake. 

Afflictions, undergone with reſig- 
nation, are the great teſt of our love 
of God; when we love him, when 
he chaftens us. May God ſanctify 
all our afflictions to us all. 

May receive every thing from thy 
hand with patience and with joy. 

Remember me, O God, in the day 
of trouble. Secure me, by thy grace, 
| from 
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from all 0 of fear, concern, and 
ſadneſs 
Let the afflictions I meet with be 
in ſome meaſure ſerviceable towards 
the appeaſing of thy wrath. Let 
them prove the happy occaſion of 
forwarding my converſion and ſal- 
vation. 
Temptation. 
We are expoſed to temptation all 
our days. Men are never more dan- 
gerouſly tempted, than when they 
think themſelves ſecure from temp- 
tation. This is a proof of the power 
the devil has over them. 
We tempt God when we expoſe our- 
ſelves unneceſſarily to dangers, thro 
a falſe confidence of his aſſiſtance. 


Deſpair. Hope. 


Grant, O God, that, amidſt all the 
diſcouragements, difficulties, dan- 
gers, diſtreſs, and darkneſs of this 
mortal life, I may depend upon thy 

mercy, 
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mercy, and on this build my hopes, 
as on a ſure foundation. 
Let thine infinite mercy in Chriſt 
Jeſus deliver me from deſpair, both 
now and at the hour of death. 


Reęſignation. 


Grant that! may receive the pun- 
iſhment of my ſins with patience 
and reſignation. 


Injuries. Perſecution. 


Give me, O God, an heart to 
conſider, that man could have no 
power againſt me, unleſs it were 
given from above. 


Enemies. 


A Chriſtian ſhould not diſcover 
that he has enemies any other way, 
than by doing more good to them 
than to others. 1f thine enemy hun- 

ger, 
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ger, feed him; 4p he thirſt, give him 
drink. He will therefore be careful 


not to loſe ſuch occafions. 

O Jeſu! whoſe charity all the 
malice of thy bittereſt enemies could 
not overcome, - ſhed abroad in my 
heart that moſt excellent gift of 


charity, the very bond of Foun: and 
of all virtnes. 


Ecclus. viii. 7. Rejozce not over thy 
greateſt enemy being dead; but re- 
member that we de all. 
Our enemies are our benefactors, 
procurihg for us a new [MES £0 
Beavenht \ 

I pray God to convert all thoſe 
who hate us without cauſe. 

I beſeech Thee for my enemies, 
not for vengeance, but for mercy ; 
that Thou wouldeſt change their 
hearts by thy grace, or reſtrain their 
malice by thy power. 


In 
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In Time of War. 


O Sovereign Lord! who for our 
fins art juſtly diſpleaſed, 1 proſtrate 
myſelf before Thee, confeſſing my 
own fin, and the ſin of this people; 
acknowledging the juſtice of any 
{ſcourge which Thou ſhalt think fit 
to bring upon us; and trembling to 
think how much I may have con- 
tributed towards it. | 
Thou haſt already ſpoken to us 
both by thy judgments and mercies, 
both by the ſcarcity and plenty of 
bread; and we have not regarded 
it. Thou haſt taken away the lives 
of many, very many, in their very 
fins, by which numerous widows, 
and fatherleſs children, have been 
left miſerable. 

The ins of whoredom andPtrvaden 
12 of ſwearing, Hing, and perjury ; 
of /itigrouſneſs, injuſtice, and defraua- 
Ing the public, are made light of. 


117 


The 
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The ſins of impiety, of prophane- 
neſ, of deſpiſing the means of grace 
and ſalvation, are too common a- 
mongſt us. 
What ſhall we Capi: to prevail with 
God to avert the judgments which 
theſe ſins deſerve ? 

God be merciful unto us, and put 
a ſtop to this torrent of wicked- 
neſs, - put thy fear into all our hearts, 
that we may return to Thee; that 
we may repent, and bring forth fruit 
meet for repentance; and that ini- 
quity may not be our ruin. 
May the dread of thy now threat- 
ened judgments deter us from evil; — 
may thy goodneſs and patience lead 
us to repentance; —weaken the pow- 
er of Satan ;—take from among us 
the ſpirit of ſlumber, of ignorance, 
and inconſideration. 
Let every one of us ſee and feel the 
| plague of his own heart, and ſay, 
what 
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what have I done to bring theſe evils 
upon us? So that bringing forth 
fruits anſwerable to amendment of 
life, we may eſcape thy judgment 
now hanging over us; and above 
all, thy judgment againſt ſinners in 


the world to come. And this I beg 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


Judgment Day. 


Grant, O Lord, that I may be of 
the number of thoſe that ſhall find 
mercy at that day. 


Zaccheus. 


The good Lord grant that I may 
give a proof of the ſincerity of my 
converſion by a change of life. 


WEDNESDAY | 
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WEDNESDAY MEDITATIONS. 


CovxropsNESS. FASTING. DIFFI1- 
.CULTIES. SELE- DENIAL. 


Matth. iv. 9, 10. All theſe things 
will I give thee.—Get thee hence, 
Satan, for it is written, Thou hal! 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve. 


GREAT and glorious Gop, who 
alone art worthy of our love and 
ſervice, cure me of, and preſerve 
me from the ſin and vanity of ad- 
miring this world. 

Grve me grace to renounce all co- 
vetous deſires, all love of rickes 
and pleaſures ;—to deſire only what 
is neceſſary, and to be content with 
what Thou, O Lord, thinkeſt ſo. 

Not 
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Not to be troubled at the loſs or 
want of any thing beſides thy favour. 

That no buſineſs, no pleaſures, 
may divert me from the thoughts of 
the world to come. 

That I may cheerfully part with 
all theſe things, when Thou requireſt 
it of me. 

And that 1 may be ever prepared 
to do fo, diſpoſe me to a temper- 
ance in all things, and to lay up 
my treaſure in heaven, for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


Luke vi. 24. Foe unto you that are 


rich, for ye have received your con- 
ſolation. 


A man muſt have but little faith, 
who can read theſe words, and yet 
love riches, and the pleaſures they 
afford. 

Lord grant that I may reſiſt every 
temptation to the love of creatures; 
leſt they ſteal my heart from Thee, 

| G my 
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my God, whom I deſire to love with 
all my ſoul. 

I know that I muſt in a great mea- 
ſure renounce all other objeQs of my 
affection, in order to love Thee with 
all my heart. Lord, give me grace 
and ſtrength to put this in practice. 


1 John ii. 15. Love not the world, 
nor the things that are in the world: 
if any man love the world, the love 
of the Father 1s not in him. 
Grant, O God, that I may never 
hope to reconcile two things ſo in- 
conſiſtent as the love of Thee and 
the world. 


Matth. v. 35 Bleſſed are the poor in 
ſpirit: for theirs ts the _—_— of 


Neaven. 


To be poor in ſpirit—is to be diſ- 
engaged from wealth, to look upon 
it as a burthen, or as a truſt. 


Tim. 
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1. Tim. vi. 8. Having food: and rai- 


ment, let us be therewith content. 


And yet even the Chriſtian weld 
is not content without ſuperfluities 
and exceſs. Theſe diſorders are not 
leſs criminal, becauſe ſo common. 

Give me, O God, the eyes of faith, 
that I may ſee the world juſt as it 
is ;—the vanity of its promiſes, the 
folly of its pleaſures, the unprofit- 
ableneſs of its rewards, the multi- 
tude of its ſnares, and the dangers 
of its temptations. 


| Fafting. 

Jeſus Chriſt ſpared not his inno- 
cent fleſh, but faſted; the ſinner 
cheriſheth his continually, refuſing 
it nothing. | 

Faſting is in ſome ſenſe a puniſh- 
ment and expiation for pait ſins, a 
remedy for prefent temptations, and 
a preſervative againſt future. 


G 2 Pſa. 
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Pſa. cii. 4. My heart is ſmitten, and 

withered like graſs, fo that I a 
lo eat my bread. 

The humble and afflicted ſoul is 
not much concerned to pleaſe the 
appetite. | 

Luke vi. 25. Moe unto you that are 
full, for ye ſhall junger; that is, Ve 
whoſe daily meals are feaſts, who 
make profeſſion of a life of ſenſua- 
lity, who know not what it is to faſt: 
- woe to ſuch Chriſtians ! 

If we judge ourſelves with ſeve- 
rity, we ſhall be judged with mercy. 
n Time of Trouble. 

Pſa. xxxix. II. Ven thou with re- 
bukes doſt correct man for iniquity, 


thou makeſt his beauty to conſume 
away like a moth. 


O merciful God, who in thy wiſe _ 
prov dence doſt ſo order even natural 
Events, 
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events, that they ſerve both for the 
good of the univerſe, and for the 
conviction. of particular ſinners, ſo 
that men ſhall have reaſon to ac- 
knowledge thy glorious attributes; 
II do with great ſorrow of heart, 
but with all ſubmiſſion to thy good 
pleaſure, confeſs thy mercy as well 
as juſtice to me in the judgments, af- 
Auctions, ſorrows, of this day. 

1 acknowledge thy voice, O merci-- 
ful God, I acknowledge my own 
tranſgreſſions, which have provoked 
Thee to ſpeak to me after this man- 

ner, and at this very time. 

O Lord, give me true repentance 
for all the errors of my life, and par- 
ticularly for that which was in all 
probability the occaſion of this. af- 
fliction. 
be God, that my pu- 


niſhment was not as great as my 
crime. ; 


Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed be God, that he has given 
me time to repent of the ſin that 
provoked him to deal with me after 
this manner. 

Bleſſed be God, that 11 he 
fpoke to me once, yea twice, that 
I regarded: it at laſt. 

Good God of mercy, give me grace 
that I may not provoke Thee any 
more to repeat this word to me, but 
that I may faithfully perform thoſe 
vows which are upon me. This I 
cannot do without thy gracious aſ- 
fiſtance, which I moſt humbly be- 
ſeech Thee to vouchſafe me, for Je- 
ſus Chriſt's ſake, who by his merits 
has purchaſed this grace for all that 
faithfully aſk it of Thee; for his 
ſake, O merciful God, grant me this 
grace. Amen. 

I do in all humility accept of the 
puniſhment of mine iniquities. 

I will hold my peace, and not open 


56d 
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my mouth, becauſe it is thy doing 
and my deſervings. 

I know, O Lord, that * 1 good. 
for me to be in trouble, or Fhou 
wouldeſt not ſuffer it ſo to be. 

Let thy merciful kindneſs be my 
comfort, according to thy promiſe 
to all that love and ſerve Thee. 

Difficulties. 

We are to pray for the particular 
direction of God's Holy Spirit upon 
all great occaſions;—we are humbly 
to depend upon, and cheerfully to- 
expect it. 

41 a Law- Suit. 
Convince me, O God, if I any 
under any miſtake in this affair. 

Direct, aſſiſt, and ſupport me un- 
der all the difficulties I ſhall meet 
with. 

Put an happy aud in chy good 


time, to this troubleſome contro- 
Wy | 


Diſpoſe 
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| Diſpoſe the hearts of thoſe with 
whom we have to do, to peace and 
juſtice. + 
Give me grace to reſt ſatisfied with 
whatever ſhall be the iſſue, believ- 
ing aſſuredly, that Gop can make 
good any loſs I may ſuſtain, or ſanc- 
tify it to my eternal welfare. 

Lord, in this, and in all other 
things I undertake, Thy will be done, 
and not mine. 

O manifeſt thy will to me, pre- 
ſerve me from evil counſels, and 

from raſh enterpriſes. | 


Faith. 


Grant, O God, that I may with 
humility receive, and with perſeve- 
rance hold faſt all thoſe truths 
which Thou haſt revealed. 

I thank Thee, O God, for thy 
holy word, and for that Thou haſt 
not left us, in the affair of eter- 


nity, 
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nity, to the uncertainty of our own 
reaſon and judgment. 


Defend me againſt all deluſions of 


error; the ſnares of wit and learn- 
ing; the railleries of profane men; 


and from deſerting the trutn. 
Grant, O God, that neither edu- 
cation, intereft, prejudice, or. paſ- 
ſion, may ever hinder me from. dit- 
cerning the truth. | 
Open the eyes of all that are in 
error; heal the wounds of the di- 
vided church; that we may be one 
fold under one ſhepherd. Amen. 


John xvi. 13. The Holy Spirit ſhall 


guide you into all truth. 


O Holy. Spirit, make me to un- 
derſtand, embrace, and love the 
truths of the goſpel. 

Give, O God, thy bleſſing unto 


thy word, that it may become effec- 


tual to my converſion and ſalvation, 
83 and 


3... 
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and to the ſalvation of all that. 
read and hear it. 

Give me grace to read che Holy 
Word with reverence and reſpeQ, 
becoming the gracious manifeſtation 
of thy will to men; ſubmitting my 
underſtanding and will to thine. 

Let thy gracious promiſes, O 

Gog, contained in thy word, quick- 
en my obedience. Let thy dreadful 
threatenings and judgments upon 
ſinners, frighten me from ſin, and 
oblige me to a ſpeedy repentance, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 
Cauſe me, O God, to believe thy 
word, to obey thy commands, to 
fear thy judgments, and to hope in, 
and depend upon, thy gracious pro- 
miſes contained in thy Holy Word, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 

Give me a full perſuaſion of thoſe 
great truths, which Thou haſt re- 
vealed in thy holy word. = 

1} 1: The 
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The goſpel will. not be a means 
of ſalvation to- him who reads, or 
hears it only, but to him who reads, 
loves, remembers, and 8 it 
by a lively faith. 

Cauſe me, O God, rightly to un- 
derſtand, and conſtantly to walk in 
the way of thy commandments. 

Grant us in this world knowledge 
of thy truth, and the world to 
come life everlaſting, for Jeſus. 
Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 

From hardneſs of heart, and con- 
tempt of thy word, good Lord, de- 
liver us. 

Give us grace to hear meekly thy 

word, to receive it with pure affec- 
tion, and to bring forth the fruits of 
the ſpirit; to amend our lives ac 

cording to thy holy word. 
Seſf- Denial. 


Ecclus. xix. 5: He. that refi 72 


* crowneth his life. 
Vouch⸗ 


1 
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Vouchſafe me, gracious God, the 
graces of mortification and ſelf-de- 
nial, that my affections and fleſh 
being ſubdued unto the ſpirit, and 
my heart and all my members being 
mortified from all carnal and world- 
ly laſts, I may ever obey thy bleſſed 
will, through Jetas Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 

All mankind 3 the ſen- 
tence of death, certain to be exe- 
cuted, and at an hour we know not 
of; a ſtate of repentance and ſelf- 
denial, of being dead and crucified 
to the world, is certainly the moſt 
ſuitable, the moſt becoming temper 
that we can be found in, when 
that ſentence comes to be exe- 
cuted; that is, when we come. to 
die: Eſpecially when we conſider, 
that this ſhort and uncertain time, 
allowed us betwixt the ſentence and 


execu- 
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execution, will determine our con- 
dition for eternity. | 
If this be the caſe of fallen man, 
as moſt certainly it is, then thought- 
leſs unremitting pleaſure is the great- 
eſt indecency ;—a fondneſs for the 
world, the greateſt folly;—and ſelf- 
indulgence, downright madneſs. 
And conſequently, the contrary 
to theſe, namely, a conſtant ſeriouſ- 
neſs of temper, an univerſal care 
and exactneſs of life, an indiffer- 
ence for the world, ſelf-denial, ſo- 
briety, and watchfulneſs, muſt be 
our greateſt wiſdom. 
And this diſcovers to us the oaks 
and the neceſſity of all the duties of 
Chriſtianity, and of God's dealings 
with fallen man in this ſtate of trial, 
For inſtance:—Jeſus Chriſt com- 
mands us to deny our felves,, and to 
take up our croſs daily, not becauſę 
he can command what he pleaſes, 


(for 
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(for he is infinite goodneſs, and can 
command nothing but what is good 
for his creatures) but becauſe the 
corruption of our nature requires 
that we ſhould be forbidden every 
thing which would increaſe our diſ- 
order. 

And becauſe this diſorder has 
ſpread itſelf through all the powers 
of our ſouls and bodies, and in- 
clines us to evil continually, he re- 
quires that our ſelf-denial ſhould 
reach as far as our corruption. 

He commands us, therefore, to de- 
ny our own wiſdom, becauſe we 
are really blind as to what concerns 
our own true good, and ſhould in- 
fallibly ruin ourſelves, if left to our 
own Choices. 

He commands us to deny our ap- 


petites, becauſe . would 
ruin us. | 


A He 


- 
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He forbids us to give way to our 
paſſions, becauſe a thouſand evils 
will follow if we ſhould do ſo. 

He obliges us to keep a very ſtrict 
watch over our hearts, becauſe from 
thence proceed hypocriſy, covetouſ- 
neſs, malice, and _— other 
evils. 

We are forbid to ſet our vial 
upon the world, and every thing in 
it, becauſe our eternal [happineſs 
depends upon our loving God with 
all our heart and ſoul. 

We are obliged to love our neigh- 
bour, and our very enemies; and 
are forbid to hate, to contend, to 
hurt, to go to law with him, becauſe 
this would exaſperate our minds; 
and grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
by which we are ſanctified, being 
againſt that charity which God de- 
lights in. 

We are forbid all repining with 


God 
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God afflicts us, becauſe, as ſinners, 
ſuffering is due to us. And becauſe 

our bodies have a very great influ- 
ence over our fouls, we are com- 
manded to Vat, and to be. ſtrictly 
temperate at all times, and to deny 
ourſelves the love of ſenſual plea- 
ſures and ſelf-indulgence. 

We are commanded to deny all 
the ways of folly, vanity, and falſe 
ſatisfactions, that we may be able 
to take ſatisfaction and pleaſure in 
the ways of God. 

In ſhort :—In whatever inſtances 
we are commanded to deny our- 
ſelves, it is becauſe it is abſolutely 
neceſſary, either to cure our corrup- 
tion, or to qualify us for the grace 
of God, or to hinder us from griev- 
ing God's Holy Spirit, and oC 
him to forſake us. 

The more we deny ourſelves, the 

freer 
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freer we ſhall be from ſin, and the 
more dear to God. | 
God appoints us to ſufferings, that 
we may keep cloſe to Him, and that 
we may value the fſufferings of his 
Son, which we ſhould have but a low 
notion of, did not our own experi- 
ence teach us what it is to ſuffer: 
They that deny themſelves, will be 
ſure to find their. ſtrength increaſed, 
their affections raiſed, and their in- 
ward peace continually advanced. 
Had there been any better, any 
_ eaſier: way to heaven, Jeſus Chriſt 
would have choſen it for himſelf and 
for his followers. 


The more you love God, anal 


you muſt give the greater proofs of 


it; and you may expect greater aſ- 
ſiſtance and conſolation. 
Luke vi. 25. Moe unto you that are 


full, for ye have recerved your con- 


olation. 
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I this be the life of the repro- 
bate, who would not dread the plea- 
fures of a proſperous condition ? 


l Tim. vi. 8. Having food and rat- ö 


ment, let us be therewith content. 


Let us not imagine that exceſs, 
luxury, and ſuperfluity, and the love 
of pleaſures, are leſs criminal, be- 
cauſe they are fo common. 


Take wp the Croſs , 


Thie is deft igned as a peculiar fa- 
vour to Chriſtians, as indeed are all 
Chriſt's commands. Miſeries are the 
unavoidable portion of fallen man. 
All the difference is, Chriſtians ſut- 
fering in obedience to the will of 
God, it makes them eaſy; unbe- 
lievers ſuffer the ſame things, but 
with an uneaſy will. and mind. 

Io follow our own will, our paſ- | 
fi ions, and our ſenſes, is that which 
Y; makes 
4 


SAcRA PRIVATA. 139 


makes us miſerable. It is for this 
reaſon, and that we may have a re- 
medy for all our evils, that Jeſus 
Chriſt obliges us to ſubmit our wall, 
our paſſions, &c. to God. 

The good Chriſtian is not one who 
has no inclination to ſin, (for we 
have all the ſeed of fin in us) but 
who being ſenſible of ſuch inclina- 
tions, denieth them continually, 
and ſuffers them not to grow unto 
evil actions. 

No pleaſure can be innocent, 
which hinders us from minding our 
ſalvation. 

We need but taſte any pleaſure a 
very little while to become a ſlave 
to it. 

The only way to overcome our 
corrupt affections, is abſolutely to 
* their cravings. 

Self- denial is abſolutely cud 
to prepare us to reccive the grace of 

LL. 


J 


* 
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God; it was therefore neceſſary "i 
John the Baptiſt ſhould prepare the 
way, by preaching repentance and 
ſelf-denial. 

Men need not be at pains to go 
to hell; if they will not deny them 
felves, if they make no reſiſtance, 
they will go there of courſe. 

It will be great preſumption to go 
to the utmoſt bounds of what is al- 
lowed, becauſe the bounds. which 
ſeparate what is allowed and forbid- 
den, are often not. perceived. 

One does not begin to fall when 
the fall becomes fenſible. 

Diverſions are too apt to make us 
loſe the remembrance of the dan- 
gers that encompaſs us, which is 
the ready way to ruin, fear being as 
neceſfary as any other grace. 

Where there is a real abhorrence 
of evil, there will be a proportion 
able care to avoid it. 


They 
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They that are Chriſt's have crucified 
the fleſh, with the affeftions and Iufts. 
This 1s the only teſt of . truly 
Chriſtians. 

Mliclions may make men eſteem 
us leſs; but God loves us the more 
for them, if we bear them with reſi g- 
nation; which if we do, it is a cer- 

tain ſign of his grace and care of us. 
Tue yoke of Chriſt is not only ſafer, 
but even eaſier, than that liberty we 
are naturally fond of. It makes the 
practice of virtue pleaſant; frees us 
from the violence of corruption, 
from being ruined by falſe pleaſures. 

Croſſes make death leſs frightful. 
And indeed, he that will not obey 
Jeſus Chriſt muſt obey his own paſ- 
ſions, the world, its cuſtoms, hu- 
mours, which are the worſt of ty- 
rants, and down-right ſlavery. 

Every day deny yourſelf ſome ſa- 
tisfaQtion ; your des, objects of 


mere 
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mere curioſity ;—your tongue, every 
thing that may feed vanity, or vent 
enmity the palate, dainties the 
ears, flattery, and whatever cor- 
rupts the heart;—the bod, eaſe and 
luxury ;—bearing all the inconve- 
niencies of life, (for the love of God) 
cold, hunger, reſtleſs nights, ill 
health, unwelcome news, the faults 
of ſervants, contempt, ingratitude 
of friends, malice of enemies, ca- 
lumnies, our own failings, lowneſs 

of ſpirits, the ſtruggle in overcom- 
ing corruptions ;—bearing all theſe 
with patience and reſignation to the 
will of God. Do all this as unto God, 
with the greateſt privacy. 

All ways are indifferent to one 
who has heaven in his eye, as a tra- 
veller does not chuſe the pleaſanteſt, 
but the ſhorteſt and ſafeſt way to 
his journey's end; and that is, the 
| may of the croſs, which Jeſus Chriſt 


made 
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made choice of, and ſanctified it to 
all his followers. 

It being much more- eaſy to pre- 
vent than to mortify a luſt, a pru- 
dent Chriſtian will ſet a guard upon 
his ſeriſes. One unguarded look 
betrayed David. Job made a cove- 
.nant with his eyes. Evil communi- 
cations corrupt good manners.* 

Senſuality unfits us for the joys 
of heaven. 

Self-denial has reſpect to the good 
eſtate of the ſoul, as it hinders her 
from being carried away to the 
lower pleaſures of ſenſe, that ſhe 
may reliſh heavenly pleaſures. 


Matth. viii. 20. The Son of Man 
has not where to lay his head. 


This ſhould fill us with confuſion, 
whenever we are over-much con- 
cerned for the conveniencies of lite. 
Our affeQtions being very ſtrongly 


7 Cor. u*. 26 
inclined 
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maclibed to ſenſible good, for the 


ſake of which we are often tempted 


to evil, and fall into great diſorders, 
we ſhould reſolve to ſacrifice our 
will to reaſon, and reaſon to the 
word of God. 

God does not require it of us, that 
we ſhould not feel any uneaſineſs un- 
der the croſs, but that we ſhould 
ſtrive to overcome it by his grace. 


Virtues of an Holy Life. 

Fervency in devotion 5 
in prayer ;—afpiring after the love of 
God continually ;—ftriving to get 


above the world and the body ;— 


loving ſilence and ſolitude, as far as 
one's condition will permit ;—hum- 


ble and affable to all ;—patient in 


ſuffering affronts and contradictions; 
glad of occaſions of doing good 
even to enemies ;—doing the will 
of God, and promoting his honor 

| to 
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to the utmoſt of one's power; re- 
folving never to offend him willing- 


ly, for any temporal pleaſurg, profit, 


or /ofs. Theſe are virtues highly 
pleaſing to God: 

There is no pleaſure comparable 
to the not being captivated by any 
external thing whatever. 

Self-denial does not conſiſt in faſt- 
ing and other mortifications only, 
but in an difference for the world, 
its profits, pleaſures, honors, and its 
other idols. 

It is a part of ſpecial 8 
never to do any thing becauſe one 
has an inclination to it; but becauſe 
it is one's duty, or it is reaſonable; 
for he who follows his inclination 
becauſe he wills, in one thing, will 
do it in another. 

He that will not command his 
thoughts and his will, will ſoon loſe 
the command of his actions. 


H Always 
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Always ſuſpect yourſelf, when 
your inclinations are ſtrong and im- 
. 

It is neceſſary that we deny our- 
felvld 3 in little and indifferent things, 
when reaſon and conſcience, which 
is the voice of God, ſuggeſts it to 
us, if ever we hope to get the rule 
over our own will. 5 

Say not, it is a trifle, and not fit 
to make a ſacrifice of to God. He 
that will not ſacrifice a little affection 
will hardly offer a greater. It is not 
the thing, but the reaſon and man- 
ner of doing it, namely, for God's 
ſake, and that I may accuſtom my- 
ſelf to obey his voice, that God re- 
gards, and rewards with greater de- 
grees of grace. 


Rom. xv. 3. Even Feſus Chrijt 
pleaſed not himſelf—as appears in the 


meanneſs of his birth, relations, form 
of 
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of a ſervant, the company he kept, 
his life, death, &c. Fe 

The greater your ſelf-denial, the 
firmer your faith, and more accept- 
able to God. The ſincere devotion 
of the rich, the alms of the poor, the 
humility of the great, the faith of 
ſuch whoſe condition is deſperate, 
the contemning the world when one 
can command it at pleaſure, conti- 
nuing inſtant in prayer even when 
we want the conſolation we expect- 

ed: Theſe, and ſuch like inſtances 
of ſelf-denial, God will greatly re- 
ward. 

They who 1 imagine that ſelf-denial 
intrenches upon our liberty, do not 
know that it is this only that can make 
us free indeed, giving us the victory 
over ourſelves, ſetting us free from the 
bondage of our corruption, enabling 
us to bear afflictions, (which will 
come one time or other) to foreſee 


H 2 them 
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them without amazement, enlight- 
ening'the mind, ſanQiifying-the will, 


and making us to ſlight thoſe baubles 


which others ſo eagerly contend for. 


Mort ification conſiſts in ſuch a 


ſparing uſe of the creatures, as may 
deaden our love for them, and make 
us more indifferent in the enjoyment 
of them. This leſſens the weight of 
concupiſcence, which carries us to 
evil, and ſo makes the grace of God 
more effectual to turn the balance 


ohen.“ 
It is the greateſt mercy, that God 


does not conſult our inclinations, in 
laying upon us the croſs, which is the 
only way to happineſs. Jeſus Chriſt 


crucified would have few imitators, 


if God did not lay it upon vs, by the 


hands of.men, and by his providence. 
Carnal! man cannot comprehend 


that God loves thoſe whom he permits 


* Norris's Chriſtian Prudence, p. 300. 
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to ſuffer; — but faith teaches us, that l 
the croſs is the gift of his love, the 
foundation of our hope, the mark of 
his children, and the title of an in- 
heritance in heaven. But unleſs God 
ſanctify it by his Spirit, it becomes 
an inſupportablè burden, a ſubject of 
murmuring, and an occatiorof fin. 
He that loveth life, (that is, is fond 
of it) for the ſake of the: pleaſures 
and advantages.it affords, will ſoon. 
loſe the love of heavenly things; the 
love of God, of his ſoul, and of the 
duty he owes to them: He hates it, 
who does not value it in compariſon 
of eternal life, which he hopes for. 
A Chriſtian: gives proof of this, by 
mortifying himſelf. | 
Thoſe whom God loves in order 
to an happy eternity, he weans from 
the pleaſures of this preſent life. 
Temperance conſiſts in a ſober uſe 
of all earthly, viſible things, and in 
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confining ourſelyes within the com- 
paſs of what is neceſſary. 
its Cod all things are Pe ble. 
The Almighty God enable me to 


conquer the temptations of riches, 


and to get above the allurements of 
this preſent life. 

'Chriſtian ſelf-denial is, to reſiſt. 
and crucify in ourſelves the ſpirit 
and inclinations of Adam,—the fleſh, 
its affections, and luſts,—to die to 
our paſſions, in order to follow the 
motions of the Spirit. 


Faſting, 

Neceſſary to bring our hearts to a 
penitent, holy, and devout temper; 
and to perform the vows that are 
upon us. 


By fa/ting, by alms, and by prayers, 


we dedicate our bodies, goods, and 


ſouls, to God in a particular man- 


Der. 


THURSDAY 


THURSDAY MEDITATIONS. 


Epheſ. iv. 29. Let no corrupt com- 


munication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good 10 
the uſe of -edifying, that it may 


miniſter From unto the hearers. 


Epheſ. * 4 Fool zj talking, and jeſt- 
ng, are not convenient. 


PRESERVE me, O God, from a 
vain converſation. Give me grace 
never to be aſhamed or afraid to 
ſpeak of Thee, and of thy law. 
Give me a lively ſenſe of the va- 
lue of religion, and make it the de- 
light of my heart; that I may ſpeak 
of it with judgment, ſeriouſneſs, 


and affection, and at all ee 
times. 


May 
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May that Holy Spirit, which ap- 
peared in the likeneſs of tongues of 
fire, warm my heart, and direct my 
thoughts. 


Matth xii. 34. Out of the abundance 
of the heart, the mouth ſpeaketh.— 
How can ye, being evil, ſpeak good 

things ?—By thy words thou ſhalt 
be juſtified, and by thy words thou 
Halt be condemned. 


Fra. cxii. 3. Set a guard, O Lord, 
upon my mouth, and keep the door 
of” my lips. 


Pſa. xxxvii. 30. The mouth of the 


righteous ſpeaketh wiſdom, and his 
tongue talketh of judgment. 


Hearts truly touched with the 
love of God, will communicate light 
and heat to each other, — will ſpeak 
honorably of God, of his perfec- 
tions, his juſtice, goodneſs, wiſ- 

dom, 
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dom, and power, the excellency 


of his laws, —the pleaſure of his 
ſervice, - the inſtances of his love, 
the rewards he has promiſed to 
his friends, and the puniſhments he 


has prepared for his enemies. 


Matth. v. 16. Let your light fo ine 
before men, that they may ſee your 


good works, and glorify your Father . 


whach 1s in heaven. 


1 Theſf. v. 11. Pherefore comfort 


your ſetves together, and :edify one - 


Heb. x. 24. Let us conſider one an- 


good works: 


And let us join a good life to our 
religious converſation; and never 


contradict our tongue by our deeds. 


We may do good or harm to 


others by the manner of our con- 
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verſation ; we may either confirm 
them i in ſin, or awaken them to pi- 
ety. 


It may be, that ſome evil paſſion 


or other, and to gratify our corrup- 


tion, is the aim of moſt converſa- 


tions. We love to ſpeak of paſt 


troubles ;—hatred and ill-will make 


us take pleaſure in relating the evil 
actions of our enemies. We com- 
pare, with ſome degrees of pride, 
the advantages we have over others. 
We recount, with too ſenſible a 
pleaſure, the worldly happineſs we 


enjoy. This ſtrengthens our paſ- 


ſions, and increaſes our corruption. 
God grant that I may watch 
Gt a weakneſs, which. has ſo 
evil conſequences. ; 


May I never hear, never repeat 
with pleaſure, ſuch things as may 
diſhonour God, hurt my own, cha- 


James 
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James iv. 11. Speak not ewl one of 


another. 


True humility makes us ſee our 


own faults, without concerning our=- 


we nr the faults of others. 


ein AxGes. 
Eccleſ. vii. 9. Be not haſty in thy 


in the boſom of fools. 


The Lord, who is a God ready to: 


pardon, flow to anger, and of great 
kindneſs, remove far from me all oc- 
caſions and effects of cauſeleſs and 


immoderate anger; all pride and 
prejudice, and too. much concern 


for the things of this world; all 
intemperate ſpeeches and indecent 
paſſions.. . _ 


Give me,. O God, a mild, a peace-- 


able, a meek, and an humble ſpirit, 
that, remembering my own infirmi- 
ties, 


Dr * e 
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ties, I may bear with thoſe of others; 
—that I may think lowly of myſelf, 
and not be angry when others alſo 
think lowly of me; that I may be 
patient towards all men, gentle and 
eaſy to be intreated ; that God, for 
Chriſt's. ſake, may be ſo towards me. 
Amen. | 


Epheſ. iv. 26. Be angry, re 0 2 
not : Let not the fun go down upon 
YOUT wrath. 


Prov. Air. 11. The diſcretion of a 
man deferreth his anger. 

A ſoft anſwer turneth away ſtrife. 
Prov. xvi. 32. He that is flow to an- 
ger ir better han the mighty; and 
he that rubeth his fprrit, than he 
that taketh a city. 


Rom. xii. 10. Be kindly dune 
one towards another. 


5 the very beginnings of 


all ger. 


Do 
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Do not uſe to indulge it even 
where there are real faults; but try 
the gentle way, which may probably 
ſucceed better, and, to be he; with 
more eaſe by far. 

Seldom do people vex us on pur- 
poſe, and yet prejudice very often 
makes us think that they do. 

A ſenſe of one's own integrity 
will make one paſs by i injuries more 
eaſi ly. 

Be not too much concerned to tell 
the injuries you have received. 


Accuſtom yourſelf to ſilence, if 


you would learn to . r 
tongue. 

Deliver me, © God, from all vio- 
lent and finful paſſions, and give me 
grace to ſtand againſt them. 

Matth. v. 4. Bleſſed are the meek. 


Inſtrudt me, Lord, in this Chriſ- 


tran virtue; Thou who art the maſter 


and teacher of it. 
For 


Fo Ti 5 
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For mp of Injuries. 


Luke vi. 37. Forgive, and ye /hall 
3 forgiven. | 


O God, who alone canſt * the 
unruly wills and affections of ſinful 
men, ſhew mercy to thy ſervant, in 
forcing my corrupt nature to be 
obedient to thy commands. 
O God, who haſt made it my 
everlaſting intereſt, as well as my 
duty,.to forgive my neighbour what- 
ever wrong he has done me; help 
me to overcome all. the difficulties 
- have to ſtruggle with, all pride, 
prejudice, and deſire of rendering 
Evil for evil, that I may not deprive 
my ſopl of that mercy, which thine 
infinite goodneſs has offered to ſin- 
ners. 


James ii ii. 1 3 He 2 * judgment 
without mercy, that hath Jhewn no 
mercy. 


0 pleſſed 


I. 
SACRA PRIVATA. 159 
0 bleſſed. God, help me in this 
a concern, that I may never fall 
under thy wrath, for want of ſhew- 
ing mercy to others; but grant, O 
bleſſed Jeſus, that in this I may be 
"_ diſciple. indeed. Amen. 97 10 


Slander. 
Matth. xi. 19. The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they 2 ay, 
Behold a man glutionous and a 


wine-bibber, a friend of publicans 
and finners. 


Whatever meaſure 'a' good man 
takes, he will hardly eſcape the cen- 
ſures of the world; the beſt way- is, 
not to be concerned at them. 

It is an inſtance of humility ſilent- 
ly to bear the calumnies which are 
raiſed againſt us, when they relate 
to ourſelves only; but it is a duty 
| of 
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of prudence and charity modeſtly to 
vindicate ourſelves, when the ho- 
nor of God and the Church is con- 
cerned. 

Both Jeſus Chriſt and John the 
Baptiſt were ſlandered : Who then 
will complain that they cannot ſa- 


tisfy the world, and ſtop mens 


mouths ? OE 

_ Bla, cxx. 2. Deliver my ſoul, O 
Lord, from lying lips, and from a 
deceitful tongue. 


 Uncharitableneſs. 


"08 makes us ſee what will ferve 
to accuſe others, and not perceive 
what may juſtify them. | 

A truly good man is always dif- 
poſed to excuſe what is evil in his 


brethren, as far as truth wall later 
him. 


FRIDAY MEDITATIONS. 


PENITENCE. 


Luke xviii. 3. The Publican flanding 


afar off, would not fo much as lift 
up his eyes to heaven; but ſmote 
upon his breaſt, ſaying, God be 
merciful to me a ſinner. 


War; would become of me, 
if Thou, O God, ſhouldſt not have 
mercy upon me? 

When I ſeriouſly conſider theſe 
dreadful truths, —That all they are 
accurſed, who do err and go aſtray 
From thy commandments. That the 
unprofitable ſervant was caſt into outer 
darkneſs. When I think of theſe 
things, I cannot but fear for myſelf, 
and tremble to think of the ac- 


count I have to give. 
= Iſaiah 
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Iſaiah i. 2. To this man will 7 
look, even to him that is poor and 


of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth 
at my word. 


Pſa. xxxiv. 18. The Lord is nigh 
unto them that are of a contrite 
heart and will fave * as be of 
an humble Kuril. 


Look upon me, gracious Lord, 
with an eye of mercy. 


Pſa. xxv. 2. For thy 00 
Lora, pardon my enigquities * they 
Ane great. 


My only comfort is, they are not 
too great for thy mercy. 

And the Lord Jeſus our Advocate 
nas aſſured us, even with an. oath, 
That all fin] ſhall be forgiven unts 

the ſons of men, That is, if with 
| hearty repentance and true faith they 
turn unto God. 


O0 me 
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O moſt powerful Advocate ! I put 


my cauſe into thy hands ;—let it be 
unto thy ſervant according to this 
word ;—let thy blood and merits 
plead for my pardon ;—fay unto me, 
as Thou didſt unto the penitent in 
thy goſpel, Thy /ins are forgiven. 
And grant that I may live to bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance. 


Matth. vi. 14. If ye forgive men 
their treſpaſſes, your heavenly Fa- 


ther will alſo forgive your 17% 


baſſes. 


Even the power to perform this 


moſt kind condition, muſt be from 
thy grace, O Jeſus! | 
And I truſt Thou wilt Salt me 
this grace, becauſe the very will to 
aſk it 38 from Thee, and from thy 


will, which wills nothing ! in vain. 
Perfect, therefore, O my Saviour, 
the work which Thou haſt begun in 


INC ; 


„ 
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me ; and let me feel the effects. of 
thy grace in the conſtancy of my 
devotions, —in the care of my foul, 
—in the faithful diſcharge of: my 
duty,—and in all-fuch acts of righ- 
teouſneſs, piety and charity, by 
which I ſhall be judged. at the laſt 
day. | 


John v. 14. Sin no more, 4eſt a worſe 
thing come unto the. 


| Make me, 0 Lord, ever mindful 
of my infirmities and backſlidings, 
that I may be more watchful, and 

more impertunate for grace, for the 
time to _ 


Matth. v.. Bleſſed are the merci- 
ful, for they tall. obtain mercy. 


_© Give me, O Lord, a true compaſ- 
fon for the wants and miſeries of 
others, that Thou mayeſt have com- 
paſſion upon me. 


Luke 
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Luke xv. 10. There is joy in the pre. 
fence of God over one ſinner that 
reponteth. 

Lord, increaſe the number of pe- 
nitents, and the joys of heaven, in 
delivering me and all ſinners from 
the power of the devil and in 
vouchſafing us the grace of a true 
converſion. 


Matth. v. 4. Bleſſed are they that 

= mourn: for they hall be comforted. 
O Lord, grant that I 'may feek 
for comfort not in the things of this 
world, but by a ſincere repentance 
for my ſins, by which God is diſho- 
nored, and his JS hanging 
over my head. 


Luke xix. 10. The Son of Man ts 


come to ſeek and to ſave that which 
was loft. 


O comfortable worth for loſt ſin- 
ners! God himſelf ſeeks to fave 


them. 
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them. O Thou, who ſought me when 
I was aftray, ſave me for thy mercy's 
ſake, and preſerve that which Thou 
haſt ſought and found. 


Matth. ix. 28. Come unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you reſt. 


O Jeſu, conduct and keep me to 


| thyſelf, or I ſhall ſurely miſs the way. 
Phil. ii. 12. York out your own ſal- 


vation with fear and trembling ; 
for it is God that worketh in you 
both to will and to do of hrs good 


| pleaſure. | 

It was not in Up O God, to 
begin the work of my converſion; 
finiſh, I beſeech Thee, what Thou 
haſt begun in me may I cloſe 
with thy grace, and perſevere unto 
my life's end. 


Micah vii. 18. God retaineth not his 
anger. for ever becauſe he delighteth 


in mercy. 


Ezra 
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Baie ix. 15. O Lord God, behold, we 
are before thee in our treſpaſſes ; we 
cannot rand before thee for this. 


Numb. xiv. 19. Pardon, I beſeech 


_ Thee, the miguily of thy ſervant, 
according to the LO; of thy 


Mercy. 

O ſay unto me, as thou didſt unto 

Moſes, I have pardoned thee. 

Ezek. xviii. 22. All his mnigquities 
that he hath committed, they Jhall 
not be mentioned unto him. 

Lord, be merciful unto us, for we 
have ſinned in the midſt of light, and 


even againſt light; in contempt of the 
grace we received at our baptiſm. 


1 John i. 9. 1f we confeſs our ſins, 
God rs faithful and juſt to forgive 
us our fins, and to cleanſe us from 
all unrighteouſneſs. 


Theſe are comfortable words to 
one whom the ſight of his ſins has 
caſt 
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Ih caſt into a dread of the judgments 
— 4 of God. Both that dread, and the 
_ hatred of fin, and the dependance 


( \| upon the promiſe of God, and. the 
1 love that that produces in the foul, 
| Fl are owing entirely. to the blood of 
1 Jeſus Chriſt. 

0 2 Sam. ix. 8. What. is thy ſervant, 
—4 that tlios ſhouldſt look upon fuch a 
il] dead dog as am? 

| My only ſupport is, that my . 


| | have not put me out of the reach 
\ 8 of that mercy which is infimte. 


1 
| Who can underſtand: his errors? 
I | O cleanſe Thou me from my ſecret 
|| faults. 


| O Lord, be fave unto me; 
| | pardon and deliver me from all my 
| ſins. 

_ FE Grant that my ſins may never riſe 
a upin judgment againſt me, nor bring 
I! ſhame and confuſion of 'face upon 
= me. N 


My 
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My foul truly waiteth Ril upon 


God, for of him cometh my ſalvation. 


John vi. 20. It ts V. be not afraid. 


Lord Jeſus, in all the troubles that 
ſhall befal me, ſpeak theſe comfort- 
able words to my ſoul, 1? 7s I, be not 
afraid ; and then I ſhall be ſecure 
both from preſumption and deſpair. 


John viii. 24. 1f ye believe not that 
Jam he, (that is, the Meſſiah, the 
Sonof God) ye hall die in your fins. 
O Jeſus, the only refuge of ſin- 

ners, does the world know what it is 

to die in ſin? II believe; Lord, 
increaſe my faith, and deliver us all 

from the dreadful ſtate of final im- 

penitency. 


—31. 1f ye coritinue in my word, then 
are ye my diſciples indeed. 
May I, O Jeſus, love the truths of 

thy word; make the goſpel my de- 

I light; 
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light; and continue in the practice 


of them to my life's end. 


51. If a man keep my /a aying, he * 
never ſee death. 
O jeſus, Thou haſt made known to 
us another death, beſides that which 
ſeparates the ſoul from the body. O 
may thy grace and mercy ſecure us 
from the bitter painsof eternal death. 


Luke vii. 7. Say the word, and my 
fervant /hall be healed. 


I acknowledge, O Jeſu, the al- 


mighty power of thy grace, to heal 


all the diſorders of my ſoul; O deal 
With me according to the multitude 


of thy mercies, and heal my foul 
of its fad diſorders. 


John iii. 24. God 7s a Gene: and they 
that worſhip him muſt worfhrp him in 
ſpirit and in truth. 


Give me, O Jeſus, an inward diſ- 
poſition to holineſs, an humble and 
| contrite 


\ ;/ 
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contrite heart, a dependance on the 


will of God, an acknowledgment of 
his goodneſs, and a zeal for his glory; 
to which all the ordinances of the 
law and goſpel ſhould tead us. 


Good Uſe of Time. 
Grant, O Lord, that as J have but 


a Mort time to live and an eternal 
intereſt depending, I may not ſquan- 


der away one moment in vanity, or 
in that which will not profit me in 
the day of adverſity. 


Rom. xi. 16. Blindneſs in part ts 

happened to Iſrael, until the full- 
neſs of the Gentiles be come in, and 
fo all Tſrael fhall be Javed. 

O God, the God of Abraham, 
look upon thine everlaſting cove- 
nant; cauſe the captivity of Judah 
and of Iſrael to return. They were 
thy people; O be Thou their Sa- 
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viour, that all who love Jeruſalem, 


and mourn for her, may rejoice with 


her, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, their 
Saviour and ours. Amen. 
In Times of Public Diſtrafions. 
O Sovereign Lord! I proſtrate 
myſelf before Thee, confeſſing my 


own fin, and acknowledging the 


Juſtice of any ſcourge which Thou 
ſhalt bring upon us; and trembling 
to think how much I may have con- 
tributed towards it ;—beſeeching 
Thee to have compaſſion on us, in 


theſe days of confuſion. 


O Lord, prevent the judgments 
that threaten us ;—purge this nation 
from all ſuch crimes as may be the 
cauſeof thy heavy diſpleaſure againſt 
us,. from whoredom and drunken- 
neſs ; from ſwearing, Hing and per- 
jury; from ſacrilege, injuſtice, fraud, 
diſobedience, malice, and uncharita- 
bleneſs. Take from among us the 

ſpirit 
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ſpirit of athe!/m, irreligion, and pro— 


faneneſs; and in mercy rebuke and 
convert all ſuch as give encourage- 
ment or countenance to any of 
theſe vices, which may provoke 


Thee to give us up to infidelity or 


deſtruction. O let thine anger be 
turned away from us give us not 
over unto the will of our adverſa- 


ries, and unto ſuch as ſtrive to bring 


all things into confuſion. Preſerve 
this Church in the midſt of all dan- 


gers ;—and reſtore- unto us peace 


and unity ;—and grant us grace to 


make a better uſe of theſe bleſſings 


for the time to come, for Jeſus 


Chriſt's ſake. Amen. | 

We complain of oppreſſion, of 
our laws being perverted and tram- 
pled upon, of arbitrary govern- 
ment, &c. Let us'not be wiſer than 
God, who judges theſe things to be 


neceſſary to exerciſe the good, — to 
puniſh. 
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puniſh the wicked, — to reclaim the 
finner,—to recover thoſe that are 
going aſtray,—to make all ſerious. 
Let us not impeach the ways of 
Providence, who brings good out of 


evil; but reverence and ſubmit to 


his will, his wiſdom, and juſtice. 


Prov. xxviii. 2. For the tranſgreſſion 


of a land many are the princes 
thereof; that is, it is puniſhed 
with a confuſed government. 


Iſaiah Ixii. 6. Ye that are the Lord's 
remembrancers, heep not ſilence; 
give him no reſt, till he eftabli/h 
and till he make Feruſalem (his 
Church) a praiſe on the earth. 


Thy kingdom come —Though we 
are altogether unworthy of the good 
times Thou haſt promiſed thy 
Church, yet we beſcech Thee de- 


O "0? 
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O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; 
O Lord, hearken, and do not defer 
theſe good days, for thine own 
ſake, oh! our God. 

We hope a day is coming when 
all the world will come and worſhip» 
Thee, O God.—— See Jer. xli. 


Chriſt's Patience. 


What ſorrows did he undergo, 
and with what patience did he ſuf- 
fer them! Patient when Judas un- 
worthily betrayed him with a kiſs; 
—patient when Cajaphas deſpite-- 
fully uſed him ;—patient when hur- 
ried from one place to another ;— 
patient when Herod' with his men of 
war ſet him at naught ;—patient 
when Pilate ſo unrighteouſly con- 
demned him patient when ſcourg- 
ed and crowned with thorns ;—pa- 
tient when his croſs was laid upon 
him, when he was reviled, reproach- 

ed, 
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ed, ſcoffed at, and every way 
abuſed. Lord Jeſus, grant me pa- 


tience, after this example, to bear 


thy holy will in all things. 


Chriff s Love and Charity. 


Where ſhall we take our pattern 
but from Thee ?—Thou calleſt thy 
followers thy friends. Thou didſt 
ſtoop down to waſh their feet who 
were not worthy to untie thy ſhoe. 
Thou didſt forgive and reſtore Peter, 
when he had abjured Thee. Thou 
didſt vouchſafe to ſatisfy Thomas, 


who would not believe but upon 
his own terms. Thou didſt forgive 


and pray for thy bloody perſecutors. 
O thou Fountain and Pattern of 


Love, grant that I may love Thee 


above all things, and my neighbour 
as myſelf! 


SATURDAY 


% . 2 
* * 
S L N be 


SATURDAY MEDITATIONS: 
PREPARATION for Darn. | 


Deut. xxxii. 29. O that they were 


wiſe, that they would conf der their | 
- latter end! 


John ix. 4. The "night cometh, when 


no Man can work. 


A VERY gracious intimation: . 
Lord, grant that I may never forget 
it; and that zou, nom is the time, 
in which to provide for eternity. 
What a-wiſe man then when he 
comes to die, would with he had 
done, that he ought to do forth- 


with, for death is at hand, and the 


conſequences of a ſurpriſe. moſt 


| dreadful. He will then wiſh, if he 


has not done it, with all his ſoul, 
+4 Firft;, 
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Fir; That he had made a juſt and 
Chriſtian ſettlement of his worldly 
concerns; ſo as not to be diſtracted 
with the cares of this world, when 
all his thoughts ſhould be upon an- 
other. 

Secondly; That TE had made his 
Peace with God by a timely repent- 
ance. 

Thirdly; That he had faithfully dif- 
charged the duties of his calling. 
 Fourthly; That he had weaned his 
affections from things temporal, and 
| loofened the ties which faſten us to 
the world. 
Fifihißb; That he had 9 the 
fHleſh with its affections and luſts; fo 
that being weary of this life, he might 
be more deſi rous of a better. 

S:ixthly ; That by acts of juſtice, 
. mercy, charity, and alms, he may 
be entitled to the mercy of God at 
the hour of death. 


Seventy : 
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Seventhly;, That he had got ſuch 
habits of patience and refignation to 
the will of God, during his health, 
as may render death, with all the 
train of miſeries leading to-it, leſs. 
frightful and amazing. 

Eghthly, and laſtly ; That by a 
conſtant practice of devotion pre- 

paratory for death, he had learned 
what to pray for, what to hope for, 
what to depend on, in his laſt. ſick- 
ne. | 

And this, gracious Lord, is what 
I wiſh for, what I pray for, and what 
I purpoſe ſhall be the conſtant prac-- 
tice of my life. Amen. 


2 Kings xx. 1. Set thine houſe in order, 
for thou /halt die, and not live. 


May God, who has every way pro-- 
vided for me, and put it into my 
power to be u⁰ẽỹ to all men, charitable. 


to the poor, * to my friends, 
kind, 
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kind to my ſervants, and a benefafor 
to the public : may He add this to all 
his favours, and grant that in mak- 
ing my laſt will, I may faithfully 
diſcharge all thefe engagements; and 
that for want of that, no eurfe may 
cleave to myſelf, or to any thing * 
ſnall leave behind me. Amen. 

But, above all things, ] beg of 
Thee, O God, to enable me to ſet 
my inward houſe, my foul, in en 

before I die. 

___ Give me true repentance forall the 
errors of my life paſt, and ſtedfaſt 
faith in thy Son Feſus Chriſt; that 
my ſins may be done away by thy 
mercy, and my. pardon ſealed in 
heaven. 


Dov! XXV111. 1.3. ' Whoſo confe /Jeth, and 
| Jorſaketh his 15 In, Jhall have mercy. 


Behold, O Gold, a creature, "REM 


every moment to death, proftrate be- 
fore 
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fore Thee, begging, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake, that faith and repentance to 
which Thou haſt promiſed mercy 
and pardon. S 

_ Diſcover to me, O Thou Seach 
of Hearts, the charge that is againſt 
me; that I may now, and confeſs, 
and bewail, and abhor, and forſake, 
and repent of, all the evils I have 
been guilty of. 

Have mercy upon me, have mercy 
upon me, moſt merciful Father, who 
deſireſt not the death of a ſinner ; 
for thy Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, for- 
give me all that is paſt. 

And, O bleſſed Advocate, who art 
able to fave them for ever who come 
unto God by Thee, ſeeing Thou ever 
tiveſt to make interceſſion for us, I 
put my cauſe into thy hands? let 
thy power defend me; thy #/ood and 
merits plead: for me; fupply all the 
defeds of my repentance ; procure 

for 
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for me a full diſcharge of all my - 


{ins before I die; and by thy mighty 
grace, confirm and ſtrengthen me 


in all goodneſs during the remain- 


der of my life, that my death may 
be a bleſſing to me, and that I may 
find mercy at the great day. Amen. 


Epheſ. iv. 24. Put on the new man, 
which, after God, is created in le 


teouſneſs and true holineſs. 


This, O God, is what J deſire 
and purpoſe, by thy grace, to do; 


and do again renew the vows which 
I have ſo often made, and too often. 


broke. 


I renounce the devil and all his 


works; the vain pomp and glory of 
the world, with all covetous deſires 
of the ſame, and the carnal de- 
fires of the fleſh; reſolving, by thy 
grace, neither to follow, nor. be led 
by them. 

. And, 
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And, O God, aſſiſt me, that neither 
ſloth, nor corruption, may ever make 
me lay aſide or forget theſe reſolu- 
tions; but that I may live to Thee. 
be an inſtrument of thy glory, by 
ſerving Thee faithfully; and that I 
may be found ſo doing when Thou 
art pleaſed to call me hence, for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


Col. iii. 2. Set your affedtions on things 
above not on things on the earth. 


And may Almighty God, who- 
alone can do it, effectually convince 
me of the vanity of all that is de- 
ſirable in this preſent life, that 1 
may not, like an unbeliever, look 
for happineſs here. | 

Give me, O Lord, a perfect hi 
ference for the world, its profits, plea- 
fares, honsrs, fame, and all its 7404s. 

| Reprefent Thyſelf unto me as my 
true happineſs, that I may love Fhee 

with 
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with all my heart, and "CY 6 
ſtrength; ſo that when I am called 
out of this world, I may rejoice in 


Hope of going to the Paradiſe of 
God, where the ſouls of the faithful 
enjoy reſt and felicity, in hopes of 
a bleſſed reſurrection, through Je- 


ſus Chriſt our Saviour. Amen. 


Luke ix. 23. 1f any man will come- 


After me, let him deny himſelf, and 
take up his croſs daily, and follow 
Ame. IR, | 


Bleſſed Jeſus, who pleaſedſt not 


thyſelf, but tookeſt upon Thee the 


form of a ſervant, give me reſolu- 
tion to deny my inclinations for the 
good things of this world, even 
while I may command them; — to 
ſubdue my corrupt affections, and 


to take revenge upon myſelf; for my. 


intemperance, by mortification;— 


wor pong, my time, by retire- 


ment; 
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ment ;—for the errors of my tongue, 
by ſilence ;—and for all the ſins of 
my life, by a deep humiliation, pa- 
tiently ſubmitting to all the troubles 
with which Thou ſhalt think fit to 
exerciſe or puniſh me; ſo that being 
effectually weaned from this world, 
and weary of its corruptions, I may 
long to repoſe myſelf in the grave, 
in hopes of a better life, through 


thy mercy and merits, O Lord L__ 
_ Chriſt. Amen. 


1 Pet. iv. 8. Charity covereth the 
multitude of fins. 


Poſſeſs my ſoul, O God, with a 
ſincere love for Thee, and for all 
mankind. 

Let no malice or ill-will abide in 
me. Give me grace to forgive all 
that have offended me; and forgive 
my many offences againſt Thee, and 
againſt my neighbour. 


Make 
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Make me ever ready to give, and 
glad to diſtribute, that thy gifts, 
paſſing through my hands, may pro- 
cure for me the prayers of the poor; 
and that I may lay up in ſtore for 
myſelf a good foundation againſt the 
time to come, that I may attain 
eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


Thy Will be done. 


Fortify my ſoul, bleſſed Jeſus, 


with the ſame ſpirit of ſubmiſſion 
with which Thou underwenteſt the 
death of the Croſs, that I may re- 
ceive all events with reſignation to 
the will of God ;—that I may re- 
ceive troubles, afflictions, diſap- 
pointments, ſickneſs, and death it- 
ſelf, without amazement ; theſe be- 
ing the appointment of thy juſtice 
for the puniſhment of ſin, and of 


thy mercy for the ſalvation of ſin- 


ners. 


Let 
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Let this be the conſtant practice of 
my life, to be pleaſed with all thy 
choices, that when fickneſs and 
death approach, I may be prepared 
to ſubmit my will to the will of my 
Maker. 

And, O that in the mean ion my 
heart may always go along with my 
lips in this petition, —THY WILL BE 
DONE, Amen. 


Heb. ix. 27. It rs appointed unto men 
once to die; but after this the judg- 
ment. | 
May the thoughts of death, and of 

what muſt follow, by the grace of 

God, mortify in me all carnal ſecu- 

rity, and fondneſs for this world, and 

all that is in it, the luſt of the fleſh, 
the luſt of the eye, and the pride of 
life. And O, that I may make my 
calling and election ſure, that I may 
die in peace, and reſt in the manſions 


of 
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of glory, in hopes of a bleſſed refur- 
rection and a favourable judgment 
at the great day. | 
And may the conſideration of a 
judgment to come oblige me to exa- 
mine, to try, and to judge myſelf, 
that I may prevent a ſevere judg- 
ment of God by a true repentance, 
and lead a life anſwerable to amend- 
ment of life, and that J may find 
mercy at the great day. 


John v. 28. All that are in the graves 
fall hear his voice, and come: forth ; 

_ they that have done good, unto the 

reſurrection of life; and they that 

. have done evil, unto the reſurrec- 
lion of damnation. _ 

May that dreadful word oblige 
me to work out my ſalvation with 
fear and trembling, that through 
the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, I may 
eſcape that dreadful doom! 


And 
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And may the hopes of heaven 
and happineſs ſweeten all the trou- 
bles of this mortal life. | 
O Lord Jeſus, who haſt redeemed 
us with thy precious blood, make 
me to be numbered with thy Saints 
in glory everlaſting. Amen. 

O let my name be found written 


in the Lamb's * of Life at the 
great day. 

I thank POE O Lord, for all the 
favours of my life, and eſpecially 
for that Thou haſt vouchſafed me 
time and a uill to think of and pre- 
pare for death, while I am in my full 
ſtrength, while I may redeem my 
miſpent time, and bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance. 

Let us conſider death as a eval 
ment, to which, as "—_— we are 
juſtly condemned. 

But then let us look on it in an- 
other view, namely, as a Jacrifice for 

ſin, 


190 SAcxA PRTIVATA. 


fin, which God will mercifully ac- 


cept of, in union with that of his 
Son, if we ſubmit to it as due to our 
offences. 

It being a Kanther, it ought | to be 
voluntary being a debt, it ought 
to be made out of love to juſtice ;— 


and, being a ſ/atisfadtion, muſt be 


humbly refigned. 

My God, I humbly ſubmit to it, 
and to thy zz/tice; and truſt in thy 
mercy and goodneſs, and promiſes, 
both, now, and at the hour of 
death. 


Death is inevitable; the lime un- 


certain; the judgment, iich follows, 


without appeal; and followed by an 
eternity of happineſs or miſery. 


Lord, grant that I may confider 


this as I ought to do. 

Let me remember, that I ſhall 
come forth out of the grave, juſt 2s 
I go in either the object of God's 


merey: 


5 a 
; 
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ff 


mercy, or of his wrath to all eter- 
nity. | 

He lives to no purpoſe, who is 
not glorifying God. 

Our greateſt hopes ſhould le bas 
yond the grave. 

No man muſt go to heaven when 
he dies, who has not fent his heart 
thither while he lives. 

Our greateſt ſecurity is to be de- 
rived from duty, and our only con- 
fidence from the mercy of God 
through Jefus Chriſt. 

Srckneſs, if you conſider it as 
painful to nature, and not as a fa- 
vour from God, will be a torment 
to you. To make it really comforta- 
ble, believe it to be ordered by a 
loving Father, a wiſe Phyſician; 
that it is the effect of his mercy for 
your ſalvation ; that, being faſtened 
to the croſs, you become dearer to 
God, as being moſt like his own 

Son. 


7 
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Son. God will looſe you when it is 
beſt for you. 
We often hinder our recovery by 
truſting to phyſic more than to God: 
means ſucceed juſt as far as God 
pleaſes ;—if he ſend diſeaſes as a 


_ remedy to cure the diſorders of the 


ſoul, he only can cure them;—while 
you are chaſtened, you are ſure God 
loves you ;—you are not ſure of 
that, when you are without chaſ- 
tiſement. 

A timely aba for death 
frees us from the fear of death, and 
from all other fears. 

A true Chriſtian is neither fond of 
life, nor weary of it. 

The fling of 'death 1s ſin; there- 


fore, an holy life is the o cure for 


the fear of death. We ought to 


fear ſin more than death, becauſe 
death cannot hurt us but by ſin. 


Phil. 
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Phil. i: 21. To me ro dir rs gain. 


0 that T may be able to ſay this, 
when I come to die; and ſo I ſhall, 
if I live, as becomes a Chriſtian. 
Holineſs being a neceſſary quali- 
fication for happineſs, it follows, 
that the holieſt man will be the 
happieſt, (for there are certainly de- 
grees of glory) therefore a Chriſtian 
ſhould loſe no time to gain all the 
degrees of. virtue and holineſs he 
poſlibly can; and he that does not 
do ſo, is in a fair way of not being 
happy at all. 


| It concerns us more than our life 


is worth, to know what will became 
of us when we die. 
Who will pretend to ſay, that he 
is not in a very few days to die? 
The only happineſs of this life is 
to be ſecure of a bleſſed eternity. 
Now is the time in which we are 
to chuſe where and what we are to be 


K to 
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to all eternity ; there is, therefore, 
no time to be loſt to make this choice. 
No kind of death is to be feared 
by him who lives well. 
If we conſider death as the night 
of that day which is given us to 
work i in, in Which to work out our 
ſalvation; and that when the night 
is come, no man can work; how 
frightful muſt death be to ſuch as 
are not prepared for it! And if we 
conſider it as the beginning of eter- 
nity, it is ſtill more dreadful. It is 
for this reaſon called the King of 
Terrors; and the Pſalmiſt, when 
he would expreſs the worſt of evils, 
faith, The terrors of deatht ar are e fallen 
upon me. ALLY 

It is a comfort to all God's fer⸗ 
vants: if he gives tbem opportuni- 
ties of renewing theif vows, and a 
will to do them; if he accepts their 
alms and their good deeds, that is, 
- gives 
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gives them a heart to do ſuch ;—if he 
touches their hearts with a ſenſe of 
their unworthineſs .—1f he chaſtiſes 
them with afflictions z—if he viſits 
them with his Holy Spirit, &c. All 
theſe are reaſons for a Chriſtian to 
hope, that theſe graces are not in 
vain, but that God will crown them 


with pardon, favour, and happineſs 
eternal. 


Matth. xxv. 6. And at midnight 
there was a cry made, Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh, go ye out to. 
meet him. 5 
Aterrible voice to all ſuch as ſhall 

meet him, not as a bridegroom, but 

as an inexorable judge. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may not be 
of the number of thoſe who dread: 
thy coming, who cannot but with 
regret ſubmit to the neceſſity of dy- 
ing, and who have neglected to pre- 
pare for death, till the laſt hour. 

SE Matth. 
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Matth. xxv. 10. Au⁰d the door Was 

Shut. 

Death ſhuts the 1 . more 
to be done. It is then too late to 
repent, to reſolve, to. promiſe, and 
to do, any thing. 

—13. Watch therefore, for ye know 

neither the day nor the ae e 

the Son of Mum cometh.” 


A perſon, whoſe life is full of 
good worles, whoſe heart is devoted 


to God, whoſe faith and hope are 


pure and. ſincere will never be fur- 


priſed by death. 


Matth: xxvii. 50. Feſus Chriſt vield- 


ed up the Ghoſt. And, ſo his: death 


became a voluntary ſacrifice. Let 
mine be ſo, O bleſſed Jeſus! Let 
thy death ſanctify me; and let my 
ſpirit be received with thin! 


Rom. v. 1. Being juſtified by faith, 
ue have peace with God, through our 
Lord ont CO 


Give 
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Give me, O Lord, that deſire and 
carneſt longing, which I ought to 
have, for that happy moment, which 
is to releaſe me from this ſtate of 
baniſhment, and tranſlate me to a 
better place; and grant, that I may 
never loſe the fight of that i important 
moment. 

Let me, O God, have my lot and 
portion with thy Saints. 
When we come to die, the great 
enemy of our fouls will then attack 
vs with all his ſtratagems. It is good 
therefore to be prepared. | 

If he attacks your faith, ay 
with St. Paul, I know whom I have 
believed, and I am. pe nſiaded that 
he 1s able to Keep that weh have 
committed unto win agu that 
day. 

I believe 3 in God the Father, 1 
| hath made me and all. the world. 


I believe 
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1 believe in God the Son, who hath 
redeemed me and all mankind. 
1 believe in God the Holy Ghoſt, 


who hath fanctified me, and all the 55 


elect people of God. 

I give Thee hearty thanks, O Hea- 
venly Father, that Thou haſt vouch- 
ſafed to call me to the knowledge of 
thy grace and faith in Thee. Con- 
firm this faith in me evermore ;— 
grant that I may die in this faith, 
and in the peace and communion of 
thy Holy Church; and that I may 
be united to Jeſus, the head of this 
Church, and to all his members, by 
a love that ſhall never end. Amen. 


John iii. 15. YYhoſoever believeth in 
Feſus Chrift ſhall not n | => 
have eternal life. 


1 believe —Lord, increaſe my 
faith; and let it be unto thy ſervant 
according to this word. 


Luke 
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Luke xxiii. 43. This day fhalt thou 
be with me in Farad. iſe. 

O Bleſſed Jeſu !. ſupport my ſpirit 
when I come to die, with this com- 
fortable promiſe, This. day ſhalt thou 
be in Paradiſe. _. 

We indeed ſuffer juſtly. the ſen-- 
tence of death. O Thou, who didſt 
nothing amiſs, and. yet. didſt ſuffer 
for me; remember me, O Lord, now | 
that Thou art in thy kingdom. © 

What terror, what affliction, can 
equal that of a Chriſtian, who has 
never thought of weaning his heart 
from the world till he comes to die; 
who can find nothing in his life, but 
what muſt render him unworthy of 
mercy ! But the greateſt of all miſe- 
ries would be to deſpair of mercy, 
and not to have recourſe to it. 

Need a perſon, who has received 
the ſentence of death, be perſuaded 

to. 
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to prepare for death! And is not 
this our caſe? 

Conſider death, as ended by 
God, as a neceſſary penance, —as the 
completion of the Chriſtian facri- 
fre, —as a paſſage to a better Hfe.— 
as the deliverance of A priſoner,— 
as the recalhng of an exile from 
baniſhment,—as the end of all mi- 
Feries —And then 'you will ſtri ip it 
of much of that terror which it has 
when conſidered as an accident of 
nature only. 


Luke xii. 36. And ye yourſelves like 
unto men that wait for their Lord. 
He who waits for his maſter will 

always endeavour to be in that Rate 

in which he deſires to be found. 

A Chriſtian ſhould not look upon 

death with anxiety, but with the ſa- 

tisfaction of a good ſervant, who 
waits with impatience for his maſ- 
| ter's 


E T 8$ }Y 
> X %S TD Oo 


SAcRA PrIvaTta. © 201 


ters return, in hopes of being. ap- 


proved of. 


Luke xii. 40. Be ye pm 10 for 
the Son of "Man cometh at an hour 


_ when ye think not. 


And are not ſo many finddes 
deaths ſufficient to convince us of 


the folly of aſſuring ourſelves of 
one day? Let every one of us, there- 


fore, count himſelf of the number 


of thoſe that are to be ſurpriſed by 
death; this will make us watch= 
ful. — 


Luke xii. 43. Bleed is that fer- 


vant, whom his Lord, when he com- 
eth, /hall find /o doing; that is, 
doing his duty. 


Aud then, miſcinble will his bet 


whom death ſurpriſcth either doing 


evil, or doing nothing, or doing that 
which God does not require of him. 
K 3 Can 
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Can one imagine, that the genera- 
lity of Chriſtians believe this truth? 
Sufter me not, O God, to fall into 
a forgetfulneſs of it. 

We complain (ſaith Seneca) of the 
| ſhortneſs of life; he anſwers, Vita, 
fi ſeras uti longa eft: Life is long, if 
vou know how to uſe it. But then 
it 1s Chriſtianity only can teach us, 
how to uſe our life; namely, 27 
working out our ſalvation : And We 
are ſure it is long enough for Mat, 
becauſe God has appointed it for 
that very end. 

As Chriſtianity alone can take 
from us the love of life, ſo it is this 
alone that can free us from the fear 
of death. 

It is no matter how a man end 
his life and his time, if he does not 


employ them in ſecuring a bleſſed 
eternity. 


Fler 
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Eternity adds an infinite weight 
to all our actions, whether good or 
bad. 3 75 1 
If we deſire that our death ſhould, 
like that of Jeſus Chriſt, be a ſa- 
crifice of love and obedience, we 
muſt take care to make our life ſd 
too. 


Acts ix. 36. This woman was full of 
good works and. alms-deeds; and. 
Jhe. died. 


Happy that ſoul which death 
finds rich, not in gold, furniture, 
learning, reputation, or barren pur- 
poſes and deſires, but in good works. 


Accs vii. 59. And they ſtoned Stephen, 
calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord. 
Feſus, receive my ſpirit. 


O my. God, enable me to live to 
Thee, that when the hour of death 
ſhall come, J may thus with. confi- 

dence 
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dence offer up my ſpirit to Ne. 
Chriſt. 


Rev! þ ili. 3. 75 "= fhatt not know what 
tour I will come upon thee. 


Is it not then the higheſt preſump- 
tion to perſuade ourſelves that we 
have always time ſufficient, when 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf declares that 
we have not one moment certain? 

Death being theeffe and puniſh- 
ment of fin, we ought to expett it 
With great ſu bmiſſion, ſinee it ho- 
nors God by expiating of fin, and 
ſaves the man by puniſhing the ſin- 
ner. . 

It is purely for want of faith, 
that we tremble at the approach of 
dur deliverer; and which is to de- 
ſtroy in us the reign of fin, and in- 
ſtate us in chat of glory. | 

Let us reſign up ourſelves to God, 
ap to the manner in Which it ſhall 
pleaſe 


— - 
* A T T — 
R TT _ <-_»> > 


SacRA PRIVATA. 205 


pleaſe him to determine our lives, 


praying only that it may be to his 
glory and our ſabvation. 


What does it ſignify how this 
houſe of clay petiſheth, which Hin- 
ders the perfect renovation of the 


2 Cor. v. 1. For we now, that if 
our earthly houſe of thrs tabernacle 
were difſolved, we have 4 building 
of God, an houſe not made with 


hands, eternal in the heavens. 


We know, we believe, we pro- 
miſe ourſelves this, but we think 


too ſeldom of it, and we ſtill make 


leſs uſe of what we know, in order 
to wean our hearts from this world. 
Would we look upon our bodies. 
as houſes of clay jaſt ready to fall; 
we ſhould think of that eternal. 
houſe; we ſhould 11g h after our 


made country, and be willing to 


leave 
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leave a place of mifery and baniſh- 
ment. | 

Remember, that death i is the pu- 
niſhment of ſin; we: ought there- 
fore to reſign ourſelves up to it in 
a Chriſtian manner, looking upon 
ourſelves. as condemned to it in 
Adam. | 

He who has lived in and . on 
_ earth, as a place of baniſhment, will 
look upon death. as a gracious de- 
liverance from it. 

Conſider well, that life is given 
and continued for no other end, but 
to glorify God in working out our 
own ſalvation. 

A man goes with confidence to 
meet the bridegroom, when he has 
been faithful to him, and believes 
him to be his friend. 


Heb. ii. 15. And A them who 
through fear of death were all their 
FL 1 long * to bondage. 
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Bondage is the ſentence of rebel- 
lious ſlaves; we were condemned 
to it in Adam; and being under this 
ſentence of death and the Divine 
Juſtice, we ought to expect it with 
ſubmiſſion, and be always preparing 
for it. This is the only way to be 
ſecure, and from fearing death when 
it comes. 

Gather us, O God, to the out 
of thine. ele, at what time and in 
what manner Thou pleaſeſt ;—only 
let us be without reproach, and 
blameleſs .—let faith, and love, and 
peace, accompany our laſt periods. 

We look upon a body without a 
ſoul with horror. We can ſee a body 
with a ſoul, which 1s like to die 
eternally, without concern. | 

Wretched, man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver me from the body of 
this death? I thank God (I am deli- 


vered) | 
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vered) through Jefus Chriſt our 
Lord. 
Grant, O God, that though my 
outward man decay daily, yet that 
my inward man may grow and in- 
creaſe in piety and virtue unto the 
the day of my death. 
He that hath lived beſt will Rane 
in need of mercy at the hour of 
death, and in the day of judgment; 
and he that hath lived the worſt 
has not ſinned beyond the efficacy 
of the blobd of Chriſt, provided his 
tepentance be ſincere. 
My God! let thy 3 magni- 
fled by faving a finner, b en 
ing a captive ſlave, by enlig htening 
an heart overwhelmed in Verknelt 
by changing a wicked heart, by par- 
doning innumerable tranſgreflions, 
miquities, and ſins. 

If my hopes were placed upon 
atiy thing but the infinite mercies of 

God, 


SACRA PRIVATA. 209 


God, in Jeſus Chriſt, which can 
never fail, I thould-utterly deſpair. 


Acts ii. 21. Fhoſorver ſhall call on 
TRL the Lord, full be Javed. 


ns heſe, my God, are thine own 
words ;—give me leave to truſt in 
them, to depend on them, both 
now, and at the hour of death. 


John xvii. 4. I have finr/hed the work 
which thou gaveſi me to do. 


O Lord, the very beſt of men 
come infinitely ſhort of this pattern; 
how then ſhall I, an unprofitable 


ſervant, appear before my Lord and 
Judge! 


Gen. iii. 15. The ſeed of the woman 
all bruiſe the ſerpent's head. 

This, my God, is thy ſure, thy 
eternal promiſe.; I believe it; 1 
truſt in it; J will hold me faſt by it. 

Luke 
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Luke xxii. 42. Atuertheleſs;.. not my 
will, but thine be done. : 


May I. O bleſſed Jefus, when my 
death approaches, breathe out my 
laſt with theſe words, and with the 
ſame ſpirit of ſubmiſſion ! Z 


Death of Friends. 


Let us caſt our eyes upon fin, 
which is the cauſe of death, and 
then we ſhall weep with. reaſon. : 

Preſerve in us a lively ſenſe of 
the world to come. 

And when I ſhall not be . to 
pray for myſelf, the good Lord fa- 
vourably hear the prayers of his 
Church for me. 5 

Grant that the ſins which I have 
committed in this world may not be 
imputed unto me; but that eſcap- 
ing the gates of hell, I may dwell 
in the regions of light, with Abra- 

ham, 
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ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, until the 
day of the general reſurrection, and 
that I then may hear thoſe joyful 


words of thy Son, —Come, ye bleſſed 


Children of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the be- 
ginning of the world. 

Grant that I may have a perfect 
conqueſt over the world, ſin, and 
death, through Chriſt, who by his 
death hath overcome him who hath 
the power of death. 

Luke xxiii. 43. This day ſhalt thou 
be with me in Paradiſe. 
O Jeſus who hadſt compaſſion on 

this thief, even at the hour of death, 
have mercy upon me, who now re- 
pent of all my miſdoings. Suffer 
not the gates of Paradiſe to be ſhut 
againſt me when I die, Thou that haft 
opened the kingdom of Heaven to all 
believers. 


Reſtore 
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Reſtore my ſoul, at the great . 
to life eternal. 

Give me the patience of Job, the 
faith of Abraham, the courage of 
Peter, and the comfort of Paul, and 
a true ſubmiſſion to thy will. 

Apply to my ſoul all the wholſome 
medicines of thy Son's paſſion, death, 
and reſurrection, againſt the powers 
of Satan, againſt all unreaſonable 
fears and deſpair, and caſe my fear- 
ful conſcience. 

Hear the prayers of thy Church 


for me, and for all in my condition, 


for Jeſus Chriſt 8 ſake. 


Pſa. Ixxi. 9. Caft me not awgy in whe 


K Horſale me not when 
my firength fuileth me. 


Grant, O Lord, that the end my 
life may be truly Chriſtian; without 
ſin, without ſhame, and, if it ſo 
pleaſe Thee, without pain. 
15! . 
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Pla. lxxiii. 26. My fleſh, and my heart 
Faileth; but Cod is the flrength 


of my heart, and my portion: yo: 
ever. 


1 n Lord; let 


kim do what feemeth him good: : 


Lord, be merciful unto. me; heal 
my ſoul, for I have ſinned, aging 
Thee. 

I confeſs my wickedneſs, and, am 
ſorry for my. ſin. 

For thy name-ſake, O Lord, be 
merciful unto my fin, for it is 
great. 

The Lord! is nigh; unto them that 
are of a contrite heart, and will 


ſave ſuch as are of an humble. 


ſpirit. TY 8 


Pſa. xxxix. 8. Aud now, Lord, what 


is my hope + ? truly my hope #s, in 
Thee. 
Pſa, 
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Pſa. ciii. 14. Lord, Thou knoweft 
whereof we are made. that + we are 


but duft. 
Let my wiſe; my fear, my ſor- 


row, move Thee to compaſſion. 

Deſpiſe not, O Lord, the work fl 
of thine own hands. 

1 freely forgive all that have of 
fended me. | ” 

O Thou that never faileſt them 
that ſeek Thee, have pity on me. 

Nevertheleſs, though I am ſome- 
times afraid, ang pot I my truſt in 
Rer. 

O Lord, I welt Thee, deliver 
my ſoul. Gracious is the Lord and 
_— ven. our God is merci- 
ful. 

O go not far from me, for trouble 
is at hand, and there is none to 
help me. 

The ſorrows of my heart are en- 
larged: 
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larged- 0 bring Thou me out of 
my troubles! 5 
O keep my ſoul, and 3 me; 
let me not be confounded, for I 
have put my truſt in Thee. 
Withdraw not thy mercy from 
me, O Lord; let thy loving kindneſs 
and thy truth always preſerve me. 
O Lord, let it be thy pleaſure to 
deliver me; make haſte, O Lord, 
to help me. 
Shew thy ſervant the light of the 


countenance, and ſave me Fn thy 


mercy's ſake. 
O deliver. me, for I am . 


and poor, and my heart i is wounded | 


within me. 


Wherefore hideft Thou thy face, 


and forgetteſt | our n and trou- 
ble? 


My God! FTIR thy fa who 


putteth his truſt in Thee. 


Thou, 
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Thou, O Lord, art full of com- 
paſſion and mercy, long-ſuſtering, 
plenteous in goodneſs and truth. 

When IJ am in heavineſs, I will 
think upon God; when my heart is 
vexed, I will complain. 

Will the Lord: abſent: himfelf for 
ever? Will he be no: more intreated? 

Hath God forgotten to be gra- 
cious? And I ſaid; it is mine own. 
infirmity ; but I will remember the 
years of the right-hand of the- Moſt 


Alms. 


Luke xi. 41. But METER give alms 
of ſuch things. as you have, (or as you 
are able) and all things are clean to 
you. That is, proportion your alms 
to your eftate, left God proportion 
your eſtate to your alms. 


Luke 
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Luke xii. 33. Sell all that ye have, 
aud give to the poor. That is, re- 
nounce all the pleaſures that wealth 
affords, rather than defraud the 
poor and diſtreſſed of their right :— 
It is utterly impoſſible to take de- 
light in wealth, and love God with 
all the ſoul. 


It is a neceſſary Chriſtian duty 


(whatever men think of it) to part 
with our worldly enjoyments for the 
fake of Chriſt. 

If God is our only happineſs, we 
ſhall of courſe be dead and d THEIR 
to the world. 

Grve to the poor, ſaid our Lord to 
the rich young man whom he loved. 
Had there been a better way of diſ- 
poſing of his eſtate, he would cer» 
tainly have told him. 


Matth. vi. 1, 2. Take heed that you 
do not. your alms before men, 10 be 
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| ſeen of them. Let not thy left hand 

know what thy right hand doeth. 
2. hy Father which ſeeth in ſecret, 
himſelf fall reward thee openly. 


By vanzty we loſe both our riches 
and our reward. It is vanity to 


boaſt of our alms, and it is vanity 


to take pleaſure in reflecting on 


them. It is ſufficient that God will 


remember them. 


Matth. xxv. 40. For as much (for as 


often) as ye have done it unto one 


of the leaſt of theſe my orethren, 


ye have done it unto me. 


As often Who then would miſs 


any occaſion? The leaſt. Who then 
would deſpiſe any object? To me:— 
So that in ſerving the poor, we ſerve 


Jeſus Chriſt. O comfortable decla- 


ration! 
It is not out of cruelty or indit- 


ference, that Chriſt ſuffers any of 


nis 
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his members to want or be in mi- 
ſery, but to give others an oppor- 
tunity of exerciſing their faith and 
their love, and of making ſome 
amends for their A by 
their alms. 


Mark ix. 41. Jhoſoever ſhall give 
you a cup of water to drink in my 
name, becauſe ye belong to Chriſt ;— 

verily, (with an oath he aſſures 

us) he /hall not loſe his reward. 

This ſhould always, if poſſible, be 
our intention : This poor, oppreſſed, 
miſerable man, belongs to Chriſt. 

This would wonderfully inhance the 

value of our good deeds before 

God. 

The laſt refuge of a ſinner is 

Alms; it is an art of turning our 

maſter's goods innocently to our own 

advantage. This is the only way 
to lanctify riches which are almoſt 
L. 2 always 
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always either the fruz, or the feed, 
of unrighteouſneſs. 

The very beſt of men are only in- 
ſtruments in God's hands, to receive 
and to give what God beſtows upon 
them. And this they ſhould do, 
without any deſire of glory, or ſelf- 
intereſt. 

Let us . light of money and 
riches, and ſend it before us into the 
heavenly treaſures, where neither 
moth nor ruſt doth corrupt; but 
where it will be kept, to our eter- 
nal advantage, under the cuſtody 

of Gop himſelf. 

Thou, O Lord, haſt been all 
mercy to me; grant that I may be 
all mercy to others for Chhriſt's 
fake. 

Remember to give to thoſe that 
are aſhamed to aſk; and do not 
forget your poor rolvtions, leſt you 
be worſe than an infidel. 


Rom. 
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Rom. xii. 18. He that ſhewethi mercy, 
let him do it with cheerfulneſs. 
The good Lord preſerve me from 

vanity, and from ſecking applauſe 

for my charity. 

Not unto me, but unto Thee, O 
Gop, be the thanks, and praiſe, 
and glory. 

The merits of the poor is not to 
be the rule of our charity. God 
himſelf maketh his ſun to ſhine 
upon the evil and the good. 

If we would but moderate our 
vanity; we ſhould always have 
enough for charity. 


Send thy bleſſing upon my ſab- 


ſtance, and continue to me a wil- 


ling mind to help ſuch as have need- 


according to my ability. 
Good advice, and devout peti- 


tions, ſhould ene our cha- 
rity. 


O God, who knoweſt the neceſſi- 


ties 
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ties of all thy creatures, give thy 
poor the ſpiritual graces they ſtand 
in need of. 

Support thy poor members, O 
Jeſu, under all their difficulties, and 
ſanctify their bodily wants to the 
ſalvation of their ſouls. 

May thy poor, O Lord, engage 
Thee, by a life of reſignation and 
piety, to make them amends in the 
next world for what they want in 
—_ 

Let thy poor have a particular 
ſhare of thy grace and mercy, what- 
ever elſe thou denieſt them; and 
may their wants here, help to in- 
creaſe their happineſs hereafter. 

Lord, grant, that they may bear 
their poor eſtate with patience and 
reſignation, and that we may one 
day meet in the Paradife of God. 

Jeſus Chriſt is continually hum- 
bled in his members; ſome are poor, 

in 
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in priſon, ſick; naked, hungry, &c. 
Let me, O Lord, ſee and help Thee 
in all theſe objects. 
A man that has faith will be glad 
to diſcharge himſelf of ſome part of 
the burthen of temporal goods, in 
order to ſecure thoſe that are eter- 
nal; and to be in ſome meaſure 
the preſerver of his brethren. 


1 Cor. xiii. 3. And though I beſtow 
all my goods to feed the poor, and 


have not charity, it n me 
nothing. 


If external acts of charity do not 


proceed from charity, that is, from 


a love of God, and of our neigh- 
bour for his ſake, they are as no- 
thing in the ſight of God. My 
God, pour into my heart this moſt 


excellent gift of charity, the very 
bond of peace and of all virtue. 


2 # 
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Gal. vi. 10. Let us do good unto all 
Men. 


He who . for Jeſus Chriſt in 
his poor, in order to relieve and aſ- 
ſiſt them, will not be too ſolicitous 
to find any other merit in them 
than that of Jeſus Chriſt. 

For our earthly things, O Lord. 


give us heavenly ; for temporal, 
eternal. 


Luke iii. 11. He that hath two coats, 


let him impart to him that hath 
none. | 


That is, let him that hath plenty, 
and to ſpare, of the neceſſaries of 
life, let him give to him that wants. 
The proportion of charity, ap- 
pointed by God himſelf to his own 
people, for the relief of the poor, 
was every year a thirtieth part of 
all their income, or a tenth every 


third year. 


This 
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This was the Jew's proportion. He 
that came ſhort of this was a breaker 
of the law, and without repentance 
aud reſtitution, had no hopes of 

pardon. 

The Chriſtian's penn ought 
to be greater, as his hopes and re- 
ward will be greater. 

We ſhould, in all our charities, 
direct our eye towards Chriſt in his 
members; it is this which heightens 
the ſmalleſt gifts. Men reward what 
is done on human motives; God, 
ſuch as are done for his ſake. 


He that for his good actions ex- 
pects the applauſe of men, runs the 


hazard of loſing the reward of God. 


The poor are, as it were, the re- 


ceivers of the rights and dues be- 
longing unto God; we muſt ha ve a 
care of defrauding them. 

Pſa. cxii. 5. A good (a charitable) 


man will guide his affairs with d 
- Ja 4 cretion; 
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cretion; that is, he will cut off, and 
retrench all needleſs expences in 
apparel, diet, diverſions, &c. that 
he may give to him that needeth. 

Let your alms be in ſecret as much 
as may be. 


Charity ; or, the Love of God and our 
Neighbour. 


It is but the firſt eſſay of er 
to give alms. 

Whoever ſhews mercy to men 
will certainly receive mercy from 
Bod. 

- John iii. 15. Vhoſoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer. 

A man has already killed him in 
his heart, whoſe life is grievous to 
him, and at whoſe death he would 
rejoice. 


— T4. He that loveth not his brother, 
abideth. 7 Kal. | 


Can 
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Can we believe that it is God 


that ſaith this, and delay one mo- 


ment to be reconciled ? 
It is not enough to love our bre- 


thren; we muſt love them upon a 


principle of faith, in the name, for 


the ſake, and as members of Jeſus 


Chriſt. 


Luke vi. 37. Forgive and it Cas be. 


Jorgiven you. 


Give me, O my God, an heart 


full of Chriſtian meekneſs and cha- 
rity, that I may willingly forget 
the evil L have received, and be 


always diſpoſed to. do good to- 


others.. 


We love. our neighbour after a 
Chriſtian manner, when we love 


him. for God's ſake; and for God's. 


ſake do him good. 


Hoſpi- 
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Hoſpitality, 
Hoſpitality conſiſts chiefly in pro- 
viding a ſober and ſuitable refreſh- 


ment, for ſuch as are in want, and 
for ſuch as come to viſit us. 


THE 


TEE LITANY. 


O God the Father of Heaven; 
have mercy upon me, keep, and 
defend me. 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the 
world; have mercy upon me, ſave, 
and deliver me. 


O God the Holy Ghoſt; have 


mercy upon me, ſtrengthen and 


comfort me. 
Remember not, Lord, mine of 


fences, nor the offences of my fore- 


fathers; neither take Thou ven- 
geance of our fins: Spare us, good 
Lord, ſpare thy people, whom Thou 
haſt redeemed with thy moſt preci- 


ous blood, and be not angry with, 


us for ever. 


From thy wrath and heavy indig- 


nation ; from the guilt and burden 


of my a from the dreadful ſen- 


tence of the laſt judgment; 
Good Lord, delruer me. 


From 
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From the ſting and terrors of 
conſcience; from impatience, diſ- 
truſt, and deſpair; from extremity 


of ſickneſs and pain, which may 


withdraw my mind from God; 
| Good Lord, deliver me. 
From the bitter pangs of eternal 
death; from the gates of hell; 


from the powers of darkneſs; and 


from the illuſions of Satan; 
Good Lord, deliver me. 
By thy manifold and great mer- 


cies; by thy manifold and great 


merits; by thine agony and bloody 


fweat; by thy bitter croſs and paſ- 


ſion; by thy mighty reſurrection ; 
by thy glorious aſcenſion, and moſR 
acceptable interceſſion ; and by the 
graces of the Holy Ghoſt; 
Good Lord, deliver me. 
For the glory of thy name; for 
thy loving mercy and truth's fake; ; 
Good Lord, deliver me. 


In 
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In my laſt and greateſt need; in the 
hour of death; and in the day of 
judgment ;—Good Lord, deliver me. 

As Thou haſt delivered all thy 
Saints and ſervants which called 
upon Thee in their extremity ; : 

Good Lord, deliver me;—and re- 
ceive my ſoul for thy mercy's ſake. 

Be merciful unto me, and forgive 
me all my ſins, which, by the ma- 
lice of the devil, or by my own 
frailty, I have at any time of my 
life committed againſt Thee. 

Lay not to my charge, what mn 
the luſt of the eye, the pride of life 
or vanity, I have committed againſt 
Thee. 

Lay not to my charge, what by 
an angry ſpirit, by vain and idle 


words, by fooliſh jeſting, I have 


committed againſt Thee. 
Make me partaker of all thy mers 
cies and promiſes in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Vouch- 
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Vouchſafe my ſoul a place of reſt 
in the Paradiſe of God, with all thy 

bleſſed Saints; and my body a part 
in the bleſſed reſurrection. 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, that N 
takeſt away the ſins of the world; 

Have mercy upon me. 

Thou that takeſt away the ſins of 
the world; 

Grant me thy peace. 

Thou that ſitteſt at the * hand 
of God; 
* mercy upon me. 

Have mercy upon me, and receive 
my prayer; even the prayer which 
Thou haſt taught me — 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c. 

O Lord, deal not with me after 
my ſins; neither reward me after 
mine fniquities. 

O God, merciful Father, that de- 
ſpiſeſt not the ſighing of a contrite 
heart, nor the deſires of fuch as be 
forrowful; n aſſiſt my pray- 


ers 
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ers which I make before Thee—at 
ſuch times eſpecially as I am pre- 
paring for death and for eternity. 
And, O Lord, graciouſly hear me, 
that thoſe evils, thoſe illuſions, and 
aſſaults, which my great enemy 
worketh againſt me, may be brought 
to. naught, and by the providence 
of thy goodneſs they may be diſ- 
perſed; that thy ſervant, being de- 
livered from all temptations, may 
give thanks to Thee, with thy Holy 
Church, to all eternity. Amen. 

Let us endeavour, by a timely re- 
pentance, to prevent the reproaches 


which otherwiſe our conſciences will 


caſt upon us at the hour of death. 
The Support of a Fenitent at the Hour 
of Death. 


John iii. 16. God /o W n 
that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 


1 John 
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1 John ii. 1. Le have an Advocate 
with the Father Feſus Chriſt the righ- 
teous,—who came into the world to 
ſave ſinners, who died for us when 
we were his enemies, that he might 
offer us unto God. 

It is our Judge himſelf who hath 
aſſured us, that a// /ins Mall be or- 
given unto the ſous of men. 


_EJACULATIONS. 

TAKE from me all evil imagi- 
nations, —all impurity of thought, — 
all inclinations to luſt, —all envy, 
pride, and hypocriſy, —all falſhood, 
deceit, and an irregular life, —all 
covetouſneſs, vain- glory, and ſloth, 
—all malice, anger, and wrath,— 
all remembrance of injuries, —every 


thing that is contrary to thy will, O 
Moſt Holy God! 


Love 
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Love of God, &c. 


Bleſs me, O God, with the love 
of Thee, and of my neighbour. 
Give me peace of conſcience, the 
command of my affections; and for 
the reſt, Thy will be done! 

O King of Peace, give us thy 
peace, keep us in love and charity ! 

Make thyſelf, O God, the abſo- 
lute maſter of my heart ! 

They that be whole need not a Bi. 
fician. It belongs to Thee, O So- 
vereign Phyſician, to make us ſen- 
ſible of our maladies, and to make 
us go to Thee for help. O ſay unto 
my ſoul this word of ſalvation, Be- | 
hold, thou art made whole ! , 

Without me ye can do nothing.— | 
Miſerable indeed is he who pretends 
to walk without Thee. O give me 
light to ſee, an heart to cloſe with, 

: | and 


- 
* 2 4 —_— * 3 te _ . * ” * = * 0 * 42 9 — — aces — er — b _ . a - —_— — ren Ot: = — - 22 1 EY " 
* e as * 2 3 * " —— 64 — _ — — 5 
PEI ay — * — * * 2 ——— 4 + nn erer E — — — 2 2 —— yy > ” 22 F - y K 
p > iy 8 / BER 2 + L 'Y - * : oo EG 1 " 4 * 2 — — 
2 * — . > av 0 "IP 4 - 4 1 r > 4 * af e 4 apa 8 PR — J ih p = ' - 
2 2 — — * 
: ä — = ** * 


236 SacRA PRIVATA. 


and a power to do thy will. F rom thy 
Spirit I hope to receive theſe graces. 


John X11. 26. Fan man ſerve me, 
let him follow me; and him will 
my Father honor. 

Let me never flatter myſelf that 
I ſerve Thee, my Saviour, unleſs I 
follow thy example at the expence 
of every thing I love or fear be- 
ſides. O keep my heart fixed upon 
that honor which God has prepared 
for thoſe that follow Thee. 

O Divine Spirit, render me wor- 
thy of thy preſence and conſola- 
tion. 

Fill my heart with an holy dread 

of thy judgments. 

Give me a true ſenſe and know- 
ledge of the danger and the evil of 
fin; and may I, with a prudent 
moderation only, be concerned for 


temporal things, 
| . Feſus 
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Feſus Chrift is always in his tem- 


ple, and near you (if your ſoul is 


fit for him to dwell in;) to Him ap- 


ply on all occaſions: | 
As your Maſter, for grace to 


ſtudy, to love, and to follow his 


inſtructions. He requires nothing 
but what he firſt practiſed himſelf. 

A 3s your Lord; that you may love 

and ſerve him faite and fulfil 

all his commands. 

As your Pattern; that you may 
follow his example, and imitate his 
virtues. 

As your Saviour; that he may be 
your refuge and confidence, your 
ſtrength and ſupport, your peace 
and conſolation, your Saviour now 
and at the hour of death. 

As your King; that he may give 
laws to your ſoul, and that you 
may ſurrender yourſelf to his com- 


mands; 
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.mands; and never rebel, or reſiſt 
His authority. 

As your Shepherd. "Kay me in 
thy flock by thy almighty grace. I 
am one of the loſt ſheep which 
Thou cameſt to ſeek. Take me 
under thy care, and reſtore me to 
thy fold. Increaſe thy flock for the 
honor of thy name. 

Wilful Sin. Let me rather chuſe 
to die, than to ſin againſt wy con- 
ſcience. 

Penitent. I am aſhamed to come 
before Thee, but I muſt come, or 

periſh. I know that Thou art an- 
gry with me for my ſins, but I know 
too that Thou pitieſt me, or why 
do I yet live? Make me full of ſor- 
row for my ſin, and full of hopes 
of thy mercy and pardon. Look 
upon the infirmities of thy ſervant, 
and conſider his weakneſs. Senſi ble 
of my own fad condition, weak 
and 


SAcRA PRIVATA. 239 


and miſerable, ſinful and ignorant, 

liable to eternal death, I proſtrate 

myſelf before Thee, imploring _ 
help and pardon. 

Gracious God, never abandon me 

to the oppoſition I ſhall at any time 

make to thy grace. | 

Bleſſed be God, that he has ſo 
often prevented me, and not left 
me to the deſires of my own heart. 

Put a ſtop to the torrent of wick- 
edneſs and profaneneſs which car- 
ries all before it. 

Il confeſs my ſins to Thee, O God; 
do Thou hide them from all BE: | 
world. 

Eternity. Lord imprint upon my 
heart a lively idea of eternity, that 
the ſorrowful paſſages of this life, 
which are ſo uneaſy and frightful to 
nature, may vaniſh, or be borne 
with patience. 


E xample. 
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Example. Pardon my ſin; and for- 
give all ſuch as have been miſled by 
any evil example of mine. 


Matth. v. 48. Be He perfect, even as 
your Father which is in Heaven ts 
perfect. 

O divine repairer of our corrupt 
nature, may thy all-powerful grace 
-make me as perfect as Thou haſt 
commanded me to be. 

Holineſs. O God, who haſt called 
me to holineſs, give me a firm faith 
in thy power, through our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, that by his aſſiſtance 1 


may get the maſtery over all my 


fins and corruptions; that I may be 
redeemed from all iniquity ; that 1 
may be holy, as He who has called 
me is holy. 

' Poſſeſs my ſoul with an earneſt 
deſire of pleaſing Thee, and with 
a fear of offending Thee. 


Let - 
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Let me be ever ready to forgive 
injuries, and backward to offer any. 

Give me, O Lord, faith and pati- 
ence, that J may neither murmur at 
thy appointments, nor be angry 
againſt the inſtruments of thy juſ--. 
tice. | 2 
Deliver me FS the errors. and 

vices of the age I live in; from 
infidelity, wicked principles, from 

profaneneſs, hereſies, aud ſchiſth. 

I moſt heartily thank Thee, O 
God, for thy perpetual care of me, 
for all thy mercies beſtowed upon 
me, for the bleſſings of nature and 
of grace. 

Grant, O God, that I may never 
receive thy grace in vain, but that I 
may live like one who believes and 
hopes for the joys of heaven. 


Let me ever be ſorry for my ſins, 


2 for a bleſſings, fear thy 
UE 3 judg- 


— 3 — ————⁵· — m —— 2 46s - EF 
* 


242 Sacra PRIVATE. 


judgments, love thy mercies, re- 
member thy preſence. 

_ Give me an humble mind, a god- 
| 0 fear, and a quiet conſcience. : 
| Weaken, © Lotd, the power of 
Satan in this place, and the tyranny 

of his miniſters. 

In time of Peftitence or Danger. 
Sef thy ſaving mark upon our houſes, 
and give order to the deſtroyer not 
to huft us. 


— — rr ‚Rmͥ of 1 WD nr ot ods 


John xvi. 23. Yerih, verily, T1 jay | 
unto you, Whatfoever ye ſhall aſe 
the V. ather 271 my name, he ll give 
21 you. | 


Upon this promiſe, Bleſſed Lord, 
I depend; beſecehing Thee, O hea- 
venly Father, for thy dear Son's 
fake, to give me the graces I moſt 
ſtand in need of. 
After Prayers. Vouchfafe us thofe 
graces and bang which Thou 
knoweft 


— — —— 
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knoweſt to be needful for us, not- 
withſtanding our great unwyrthis 


neſs. 


Riches. Shut my heart, O wa 
againſt the love of worldly riches, 
leſt I betray Thee as Judas did. 


May thy Holy Spirit, O God, fill 
my heart, that it may appear in all 
my words and actions, that 1 am. 


governed by it. 


Luke x. 33. And when he faw him, 


he had compaſſion on him.. 


O Jeſus, the true Sb Bol 
upon the wounds which fin hath 


cauſed in my fonl, and have com- 
paſſion on me. 


May I always reſign my will and. 
my deſires to him who knows: what. 
is. good for us, better than we our» 


ſelves do. 
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Holy Scriptures. Give me, Oo 
God, a ſincere love for the truths 


of the goſpel, a teachable heart, 


and an obedient will. 


Frerſeverance. Finiſh, O my God, 
the work of mercy and converſion, 
which Thou haſt begun in me. 
Save, O Lord Jeſus, a ſoul which 
Thou haſt redeemed by thy blood. 

There is no merit in me, O God, 
to attract thy mercy and goodneſs, 
but only my great miſery and blind- 
neſs. May I make a ſuitable return 
by an holy life. 

According to the greatneſs of thy 
goodneſs, and the multitude of thy 
mercies, look upon me. 

Sanctify my ſoul and body with 
thy . heavenly bleſſings, that they 


may be made thy holy habitation, 


and that nothing oy be found in 
| 105 
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me, that may offend the eyes of thy 
Majeſty. 

Protect and keep me in the miah 
of the dangers of this corrupt 
world; and by thy light and grace 
direct me in the way to everlaſting 
life, through Jeſus Chriſt. 

Morning. I laid me down and 
ſlept, and roſe again, for the Lord 
ſuſtained me. Bleſſed be the name 
of the Lord. 

Raife me ub; O. Lord, at the lat 
day, to life and happineſs everlaſt- 


ing. 


Bleſſed be the Lord for his mer- 


cies renewed unto me every morn- 
ing. 

O that my eyes may ever be fixed 
upon the example that our Bleſſed 
Lord hath left us, and that I may 


daily endeavour to follow bim. 
Amen. 


x Cor. 


| 
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1 Cor. vii. 35. . Attend upon the ford 
" without al i/iraction: ; 


O Holy Spirit of grace, help my 
infirmities, that 1 may fix my 
thoughts upon my duty; and that 
I may ſerve Thee with all 1 heart 
and mind. 

That J may never give way to 
. thoughts, but watch a- 
gainſt them continually. 

Look upon me, O Lord, and pity 
me; make me, and let me be thine 
by the choice of my will. 

Make me ſerious and thoughtful 
at all times, that I may not fail be- 
ing ſo when J attend upon God. 
Let nat my heart, O God, be in- 
_ elined to any evil thing. Keep me, 


O God, from every thing that may 
5 diſpleaſe Thee. O make me wife 
unto ſalvation. 


Phil. 
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Phil. iv. 13. J can do all things 
through Chrift; which Rerengtheneth 


Me. 


Oo that 1 may never forfeit this 
power by preſumption. or want of 


faith. 
John xx. 28. Thomas Jard, My Lord 
and my God. 


Thou art indeed, O Jeſus, my 
Lord, for Thou haſt redeemed me 
by thy precious blood ; Thou art my 
God, for I am dedicated to Thee, 
and ſanctified by thy ſpirit. 


Acts ii. 44. And all that believed 
were together, and had all things 
common. 


May God grant, that as we are 
all members of the ſame body, have 
one and the ſame Father, the ſame 
Saviour, the ſame Spirit, and hope 
to meet in the fame paradiſe ; that 

We 
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we may live in unity and godly 
love, and be charitable n to 
our ability. 

The good Lord grant, that ! in the 


day of Chriſt I may rejoice that 1 


have not run in vain, nor laboured 
in vain. 


2 


—— 


